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dhe wonder of the world ? I think the moſt proper 
wer would be Man; he being the little word, to 


Whom all things are ſubordinate ; agreeing in the ge. 
is with ſenſitive things, all being animals, but dif. 
ng in the tpecies: for man alone is endowed with 
beaſon. And therefore the Deity, at man's creation, 
7 is the inſpired pennman tells us, ſaid, Let us make 
7 * in our own image, after our own likeneis. As if 
e Lord had ſaid, Let us make man in our image, that 
the may be, as a creature may be like us; and the ſame 
an his likeneſs, may be our image. Some of the fathers 
Do Aiſtinguiſn, as it by the image the Lord doth plant 
he realonable powers of the foul, reaſon, will and me. 
Ivory; and by likenetß, the qualities of the mind, char- 
,. juſtice, patience, &c. But Moſes confounded this 
Hiſtinction, ityou compare theſe texts of ſcripture, Gen. 
17. and v. 1. Colof. x. Eph. v. 14. And the apoſtle, 
where he ſaith, * He was created, af er the image of 
God, in knowledge, and the ſamein rightooulael and 
Z 

The Greeks repreſent him as one turning his eyes 


E.. . toward him whoſe image and ſuperſcription 


bears. 


Fo See how theheavens' high Architect 
3 Hail fram'd him in this wiſe, 
T /tand, to go, to lool erect, 
5 if | With body, face and eyes. 


And Cicero lays; like Moſes, Aſſ creatures were made 
io rot on the earth except man, to whom was given an 

upright frame, to contemplate his Maker, and behold 
the manſion prepared for him * 6 
Nou, to the end that ſo noble and glorious a creature 
michi pot quite petilh, it pleaſed the Creature to give 
ono woman the field of generatjon, for the reception 
ot human ſeed ; whereby the natural and vegitable ſoul, 
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ich lies potentially in the ſced, may by the plaſtick 
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power, be reduced into act; mat man, who i 2 mort, 
creature, by leaving bis offspring behind him, may be 
come immortal, and ſurvive in bis poſterity. And be 
cauſe this field of generation, the womb, is the plac h, 
where this excellent creature is formed, and in ſo un 
derful a manner, that the royal Pſalmiſt, having. medias 
ed thereon, cries out as one in extacy, * Iam leartully 
and wonderfully made!“ It will be neceſſary to- He 
largely thereon in this book, which is divided into wa 1 
arts. wer; —_ 
The firſt part treats of the manner and parts of gene» 
ration in both ſexes: for from the mutual deſire they "nl 
have to each other, which nature has implanted in them 
to that end, that delight which they take in the aft of Y 
copulation, dees the whole race of mankind proceed g; 
and a 123 account of what things are previouy tio 9 
that act, and alſo what are conſequential of it ; and ho 
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each member concerned it is adapted and fitted to th 

work for which naturg has deſigned it. . 
The ſecond patt of this Freatiſe is wholy | 1 

for the ſemale ſex, and treats not only of the diſtempers 


alſo, that they are unwilling to aſk, that they may be iu 
formed : and for the help of ſuch is this deligned, 
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CHAP. I. 


Of marriage, and at what age young men and virgins 
are eapable of it: and why they ſo much deſire it, —, 
Alſo how long men aad women ate capable of hav- 


ing children, 


Here are very few, except ſome proteſt debauches, 

oP but what will readily agree, that marriage is hon- 

dourable to all, being ordained by heaven, and without 

which, no man or woman can be in a capacity honeſtly 

to yield obedience to the firſt law of creation, © lu- 
And fince it is natural in young 

people 10 deſire theſe mutual embraces, proper to the 
mal isge bed, it behoves parents to look after their chil- 

dren, and when they find them inclined to marry, not 
to reſtrain their affeRions, which inſtead of allaying 

them, makes them the more impètuous, but rather pro- 

vide {ach ſuuable watches for them, as may make their 

lives comfortable, left the croſſing of their inclinations 

ſhould precipate them to commit thoſe follies that may 

" bring an indelible ſtain upon their families. 

The inclinations of maids to marriage, may be known 
by many ſymptoms : For when they arrive at puberty, 
- which is about the 14th or 1 5th year of their age, then. 

their natural purgations begin o flow and the bleod, 
which is no longer taken to augment their bodies, a- 
up their minds to venery, External 
cauſes alſo may incite them to it; for their ſpirits be 
ing briſk and inflamed, when they arrrive at this age, if 
they eat hard ſalt things and ſpices, the body þecomes 
more and more heated, whereby the deſire to veneral 
embraces is very great, and ſometimes almoſt infups _. . 
of this ſo much deſired enjoys 


ment being denied to virgins, many times is followed © 


creaſe and multiply. 


4 bounding, ſtirs 


And the uſe 
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r 
by diſmal confequences, as a green weſel colour, ſhort 
breathing, trembling of the heart, &c, But when they 
are married, and their veneral defires ſatisſied by the | 
enjoyment-of their huſbands, thoſe diſlempers vaniſh,? 
and they become more gay and lively than before. Al- 
ſo their eagar flaring at men, and affecting their com- 
pany, ſhews that nature puſhes them upon coition ; and 
their parents negleRting to get them huſbands, they 

break through modeſty to fatisfy themſelves in unlaw- 
tul embraces. It is the ſame with briſk widows, who” 

cannct be ſatisfied without the benevolence their huſ- 

bands uſed to give them. | 
At the age ol 14, the menſes in virgins begin to flow, 4 

u ben they are capable of conceiving, and continue 4 

5 Sy to 44, when they ceaſe bearing, unleſs their , 

bodies are ſtrong and healihfu}, which ſometimes ena 
bles to bear at 33. But many times the menſes pr : 
ceed from ſome violence offered to nature, cr ſom 3 
morbific matter, which often proves fatal to the party{ 
Therefore theſe men deſirous of iſſue, moſt marry | 
woman within the age aforeſaid, or blame themſelves - 
they meet with diſappointment ; though if an old m 
not worn out with diſeaſes and incontinency, many 
briſk, lively laſs, there is hopes of his having children 
to 70, nay, ſometimes till 80. | — 

Hippocrates holds, that a youth at 15, or between 
that and 17, having much vital - ſtrength is capable of 
getting children; and alſo, that the force of procreat- 
ing matter, increaſes till 45, 50 and 55, and then be. 
gins to flag, the ſeed by degrees becoming unfruitful, = 
the natural ſpirit being extinguiſhed; and the humours 
dried 7 7 1 hos in general, tho' it often falls out other- 
wiſe. Nay it is reported by a credible author; that in 
Sweeden, a man was married at 100 to a bride of 39 
years, and had many children by her: But his counts 
nance was ſo *rcſh, that thole who knew him not, took 3 
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air is clear and tem men of 80 marry young vir- 
ging, and have children by them ; ſhewing that age in 
them hinders not procreation, unleſs they be exbauſted 


In their youth, and their yards ſhrivelled up. 


©. If any would know why a woman is ſooner barren 
than a man, they may be aſſured that the natural heat, 
which is the cavſe of generation, is more predominant 
in the latter than in the former : For ſince a woman is 
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truly more moi than a man, as her monthly purgations 7 


demonſtrate, as alſo the ſoſineſs of her body; it is alſo | 


apparent, that he doth not exceed her in natural heat, 
which is the fame thing that concofts the humours in- 
to proper aliment; which the woman wanting grows 
fat ; when a man, through his native heat, melts his fat 
by degrees, and his humeurs are diflolved, and by the 


\ Lenefit thereof are elaborated into ſeed. And this may 
alſo be added, that women generally are not ſo ſtrong as. | 
men, nor ſo wiſe or prudent ; nor have ſo much reaſen 
and ingenuity in 8 


hereby their faculties are hindered in operations. 
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How to get a male or female child: and of the embrye | 
| and per ect birth: and the fitteſt time for copulation. 
| T ule the 
$ little be 


Win 2 young couple are married, they natur- 
ally deſire children, and therefore uſe the 
means that nature has appointed for that end. But not- 
withftanding their endeavors, they muſt know the ſul. 
ceſs of all depends on the bleſſing of the Lord; not on- 
o ſo, but the ſex, whether male or temale, is from his 
iſpoſal alſo; thangh it cannot be denied, but ſeconda- 


ry cauſes have influence therein, eſpecially two: Firſt, | 


the genitel humour, which is brought by the arteria 
preparantes (othe teſtes, in form of blood, and there e- 
laborated into ſeed, by the ſeminifical faculty refiding 
in them: To which may be added, cke deſus of Colts 


affairs ; which ſhews that | 
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gnat-ſnappers, thruſhers, 
Wiparrows, patridges, all ſtrong wines, taken ſparingly, . 


ive heat, which is the chief 


on, which fires the imagination with unuſual fancies, & 
by the fight of briſk charming beauty, may ſoon en- 
flame the appetit. But if nature be enfeebled, ſuch 
meets x be eaten as will conduce to the affording 
ſuch aliment as makes the ſeed abound, and reſtores 
the decays of nature, that the faculties may freely oper- 


ate and remove the impediments obfrutting] the pro- 
R creatiog of children. + 


Then ſince diet alters the evil fate of the body to a. 


better, thoſe who are ſubjeRt to barrenneſs maſt eat 


ſuch meats as are of good juce, and that nouriſh well, 
making the body lively and full of ſap; of which fa. 


7 culty are all hot moiſt meats. For, necording to Galen, 
ſeed is made of pure concofted and windy ſuperfluity 


of blood ; we may therefore conclude there is a power 


Fin many things to accumulate ſeed, and other things ts 


auſe erection; as hens-eggs, pheaſants, wood-cocks, 
Mack birds. young pigears, 


eſpecially thoſe made ef the grapes of Italy. But e- 


SreQion is chiefly cauſed by ſcuraum, eringoes, creſſes, 
cry ſmon, parſnips, artichoaks, turnips, aſparagus, can» 


died ginger, galings, acorns bruiſed t powder, drunk 


Jin muſcadel, fcallion, ſea-ſhell-filh; e, Rut thele-- 
muſt have time to perform their operation, and muſt-, 
F ule them for a conliderable time, or you Will teap but 
{ little benefit by them. | 2 * |; 


The act of coition being over, let the wamarFrepole-. 


' herſelf on her right fide, - with her head lying low; and 


her body declining, that by fleeping in that paſture, the 
cawl on the right ſide of the mayix-may-prove be 
place of conception, for therein is the greateſ gers - 
( caring cauſe of male 
children, and rarely tails the expeaiion. d these bse 
experience it, eſpecially if they do but keep warmwath- 


out much motion. leaning to the right, and deinking+ a 


lucſe ſpirit of ſaffron and juice ot byſop in a Hals e 


By 


2 perfect child, 


a | WW 
Phyſicians have remarked four different times, in 
which a man is framed and perſetedin the womb :— 
The firſt moom after coition, being perſetted the firſt 
week, it no flux happens, which is ſometimes the caſe, 
through the ſlipprineſt of the head of the matrix, that 
ſhifts over lik a roſe-bud, and opens on a ſudden, The 
ad time of forming is aſſigned to be, when nature makes 
manifeſt mutation in the conception, ſothat all the fub- 
ſtance ſeems congealed fleſh and blood, and happens 12 
ort4 days after copulation, And though this flelhy 
mals abounds with inflamed blood, yet it remains un- 
diflinguiſhable without form or figure, and may be cal- 
led an embryo, and compared to ſeed lown in the 
ground, which, thro“ heat and moiſture, grows by de- 
grees into a perfect form, either in plart or grain. The 
34 time is, when the principal parts ſhew themſelves 
lain; as the heart, whence proceed the arteries; the 
e from which the nerves, like ſmall threads, run 
thro' the whole body ; and the liver, thas divides the 
chyle trom the blood, brought to it by the Venna Por- 
ta, The two firſt are fountains of life, thai nouriſh e- 
very part of the body; in framing which, the faculty ot 
the womb is buried, [rom the conception to the 8h day 
of the firſt month, The 4th and laſt, about the gorh day, 
the outward parts are ſeen nicely wrought, and diſtin. 
guiſhed by joints, when the child begins to grow. From 
which time, by reaſon the limbs are divided; and the 
whole frame is perfect, it is ger an embryo, but 


he goth day, bat- females 
or 45th day, becauſe the heat 


_ Moſt males are 
ſeldom to the 42 


is greater in producing the male than the female, For 
the ſame reaſon, a woman going with a mae child, 


quickens in g manths; but going with a female, rate 
under 4; t which time the hair and nails come f 
and the child begins to ſtir, kick and move inthe womh 
and then the woman is troubled with a loathing of ber 
meat, and longing tor 3 contrary % Hütkiment, as 
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10 
conls, chatk, &c, which defire often oecalions abortion 
and miſcattiage. Some women have been ſo extrav. 
agant as to long for heb nails, leather, man's fleſh, and 
other unnatural as well as unwheleſome tood ; for want 
of which things, they have either miſcarried, or the 
Child has continued dead in the womb many 


days. But I ſhall now proceed to ſhew by what real | . 
mean che child is ſuſtained in the womb, and what pol. f 
ture it there remains in, t] 
Various are the opinions about nouriſhing the foetus 1 
in the womb. Some ſay by blood only, trom the um- l; 
bilical vein ; others by chyle taken in by the mouth: | 
but it is. nouriſhed diverſly, according to the ſeveral l- 4 
grees of perfection; and an egg paſſes from a concep® | 2 
tion to a ſœtus ready for birth. iſt, let us explain the c 
meaning ofthe ovum or egg. In the generation of the At 
| Yeetus, there are two principles, active and paſſive; the th 
| ative is the man's ſeed, elaborated in the teſticles, ut u 
of the arterial blood and animal ſpirits: the paſſive ien b 
an egg. impregnated by the man's feed. The nature ot d 
conception is thus; The moſt ſpirituous part of man's f⸗ 
"Feed, in the aft of generation, reaching up to the teſti. el 
cles of the woman, which containing divers eggs, im- ta 
| pregnates one of them; and being conveyed by the ovi- P 
x Aucte te the bottom of the womb, preſently begins obo 
well bigger and bigger, and drinks in the moiſture that T 
is plentifully ſent thukes, as ſeeds ſuck moiſture from 


the ground, to maße t. When the parts of | 
the embryo begin to be "mie eertect, an that at 4 
| the ſame time, the chorin is chat the liquor 

- Eannot ſoak thro” it, the umbilical veſſels begin to be 
Ion med, and: to extend the fide of the amuion, which 
tber paſs thro? and alſo thro' the aliantreides and cho. 
| "Fin, and are implanted in the placenta, Mich gather- 
ing upon the chorin, joins upon the uterul. A 
the arteries that before ſent out the nouriſhment into 
the cavity of the womb, open by the orifice into the 
placenta, where they depoſiz the ſaid juice, which is 
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Other of iu body, has a. repreſentation thereof. Aud if, 


in the act ol copulation, the woman"earatitly look. up- 
| | | E 


drunk up by the umbilical vein, and conveyed by it to 
the liver of the ſœtus, and then to the heart, where its 
more thin and ſpirituous part is turned into blood, 
while the groſſer part of ii, 8 by the aorta, 
enters the umbilical arteries and is diſcharged into its 
cavity, by thoſe branches that run through. the amnion. 

As ſoon as the mouth, flomach, gullet, &. are form- 
ed ſo perfeMy, that the fagtus can, [wallow, it fucks in 
fome ofthe grofſer nutricious juice, that is depoſitedin 
the amnion by the umbilical arteries, which deſcend. 
ing into the ſtomach and inweſtines, is received by the 
lacteal veins, 2s in adult perlons. 

The ſœtus being perfe ted, in all its parts, it lies e- 
qually ballanced in the womb, as the center on his head, 
and being long turned over, ſo that the head a hnttle in- 
clines, and it lays its chin on its breaſt, 11s heels and 
ancles on its buttocks, its hands on us cheeks, and us 
thutwbs to its eyes ; but its legs and thighs are carried 
upwards, with its hams bendiag, ſo that they touch the 
bottom of its belly, the former, and that part af the bo- 
dy which is over againſt us, as the forchead, aoſe, aud 
face, are towards the mother's back, and the. head in- 
clining downwards, towards the rump bone, tha#Joing. 
to the Os Sacrum; which bone, together with the Qs 
Pubis, in the time of birth, part is looſed, 
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The reaſon why children are like their parents, and that 
the mother's imagination contributes ergo; and 
whether the man or woman is the cauſe ol the male. 
or female child. 


FF the cauſe of ſimilitude, nothing is" powerful 
than the imagina;ion of the mother: tor if the faſter, 
her eyes upon any object, and imprint it on her mind, 
it oft times fo happens that the child, in ſomeg act or. 
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4. | EA | 
on the man, and fix her mind upon him, the child will 
reſemble its father, Nay, if a woman, io unlawful co. 
pulation, fx her mind on her huſband, the child will 
reſemble him, though he did not beget it, The ſame et- 
fect hath - imagination in occaſioning warts, ſtrains, 
mol:h-{pots, and daſtes ; though indeed they ſometimes 
happen through trights, or extravagant logging, Many 

women, being with child, ſeeing a hare croſs the road 
betore them, will through the force of imagination, 
bring forth a child with a hairy lip. Some children 

| are born with flat noſes and wry mouths, blubber lips, 

And ill ſhaped bodies; and muſt be aſcitibed to the ima- 

| gination of the mother, who hath caſt her eyes and 

mind upon ſome ill ſhaped creatures, It theretore be- 

+ Hoves all women with child, if-poſſible io avoid ſuch 

fights, or at leaſt not to regard them. Altho' the mo- 

ther's imagination may contribute much to the features 
of the child, yet in manners, wit and propenſion of the 
mind, experience tells us, that children are commonly 

ol the condition With their parents, and ſame tempers. 

But the vigour or diſability of perſons in the act of 

copulation many times caules it to be otherwiſe ; for 

children got through the heat and ſtrength of deſire 
muſt needs partake more of the nature and inclination 
of their parents, than thoſe begauten with deſires more 
werk; and therefore the children begotten by men in 
their old age, are generally weaker than thoſe begotten 


by them in their youth, As to the ſhare which each 


of the parents has in begetting the child, we will give 
the opinion of the ancients about it., | 

| Though it is apparent, ſay they, that the man's ſeed 
is the chief efficient beginning of the action, motion 
and generation; yet that the weman affords ſeed, and 
eſſetlually contiibutes in that point to the procreation 
L ofthe child, is eviaced by ſlrong reaſons. In the 1ft 
place ſeminary veſſels had been given her in vain, and 
genital teflicles inverted, if the woman wanted ſemi- 
& nal cxcreſence, for nature doth nothing in vain; and 
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therefore we mull grant, they are made for the uſe of 
ſeed and procreation, and placed in their proper parts 
both the teflicles and recepticles of ſeed, whole nature 
is to operate and afford virtue to the feed. And to 
prove this, there needs no ſtronger” argument, ſay they, 
than, that if a woman do uot uſe copulation, to jeg her 
ſeed, ſhe often falls into ſtrange diſeaſes, as ppea 

oung women and virgins. A ſecond reaſon they urge 
is, that although a ſociety ot a lawful bed confills. not 
altog ther in thele things, yet it is apparent, the ſemaſe 
ſex are never better pleaſed, nor appear more blyth and 
jocund, than when they are ſatisfied this way - which is 
an inducement to believe, they have more pleaſure and 
titulation therein than men, For, ſince nature cauſes 
much delight to accompany ejection, by the breaking 
forth of the ſwelling ſfirits, and the ſwiftneſs of the 
nerves; in which caſe the operation on the woman's 
part is double, ſhe having an enjoyment both by ejec- 
ion and reception, by which ſhe is more delighted in 
e act. ö | 
Hence it is, ſay they, that the child more frequently 
reſ:mbles the mother than the father, becauſe the wo- 
ther contributes the moſt towards it. And they think 
t may be further inftanced, from the endeared affettion 
hey bear them; for, that beſides their contributing ſem. 
nal matter, they feed and nouriſh the child wih the 
pureſt fountain of blood, until its birth, © Which o- 
pinion Galen affirms, by allowing that children par- 
ticipate moſt of the mother; and aſcribes the difference 
pt ſex'to the operation of the menſtrual blood; but the 
eaſon of the likeneſs, he refers to the power ol the feed ; 
or, as the plants receive more nourilhment from fruit- 
ul ground, than from the induſtry of the huſbandmenz 
» the infam receives more abundance from the mother 
han the father, For, 1}, the ſeed of both is cheriſhed 
n the womb, and there grows to pe fe tian, being nou» 
iſhed with blood. And for this reajon, ſay they, "that. 
hildrep, for the moſt part, love their mother belt, be» 


4 ; 
pauſe they receive moſt of their ſubſiſtance from heir 


mother: For at ut nine months ſhe nouriſhed her ſry extra: 
child in the womb, with ber pureſt blood, the love power, 
towards it newly born, and its likeneſs do clearly ſhew, Iſlances! 
that) the woman afforded food, and contributes more wave th 
to ds making the child than the man. The x 
oc in gl] this, the ancients were very erroneous, for © ſince th: 
the teſticles, ſo called in women, afford not any ſeeds ol che m 
but ere two eggs, like thoſe of fowls, and other crea» | parents, 
tures; neither have they any office, as thoſe of men, to both 
but are indeed ovaiia, wherein the eggs are nouriſhed I only, th 
by the ſanguinary veſſels diſperſed through them, and I force an 
tram thence one or more, as they are foccundated dy like the 
the man's ſeed, it ſeparated and conveyed into the by eithe 
womb by the oveduQts. ' The truth of this is plain, ed to ih 
for if you boil them, their liquor will be the lame co. Wer to ih 
Jour, tafle and conſiſtency, with the taſte ol bird eggs. ¶ togethe 
It any object, that they have no ſhells; that ſignifies W boucit 
vothing: For the eggs of fowls, while they are in the Hof the | 
ovary, nay, after they are faſtened into the metus, have W tributed 
no ſhell. And though, when they are laid, they have ¶ which 
bone, yet that is no more than a defence which nature matter 
has provided them againſt any gutward injury, while WM ſtrous t 
they are hatched without the body xz whereas thoſe of IF force te 
women being hatched within the body, need no other its gen 
fence than the. womb, by which they are ſufficiently ſe- W both m 
cured, And this is enough, I hope, for the clearing of © materia 
this point. potenti 
As to tbe third thing propoſed, as whence grow the coetted 
Lind, and whether the man or woman is. the cauſe o, not. on 
' the male or temale infant. The primary cauſe well it being 
| muſt aſcribe to God, as is moſt juſtly his due, who is the ciples. 
|  _ Tulerand diſpoſer et all things; yet he ſuffers many The 
things io proceed according to the res of nature, by ficient, 
 theic. inbred. motions, according to uſual and natural WJ the 
. courſes, withaut variation; though indeed by favour theſe þ 
from on bigh, Sarah conceived Iſaac, Hannah, Samuel, — ; 


Ne 17 were all ve- FF wat 
and Elizabeth, John the Baptiſt; but theſe were all ve. gent! 
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things, brought to paſs by a divine 


. 


her ry extraordin 
ſove ee n 
bew, Iflances been wanting in latter days: Therefore 1 hall 
nore wave them, and proceed to ſpeak of things natural. 

The ancient phyſicians and philoſophers fay, That 
for Þ ſince there are two principles, out of which the budy 
eds ol the man is made, and which render the child like the 
rea» | parents, and by one or the other ſex, viz. ſeed common 
1en, ¶ to both ſexes, and menſtrual! blood proper to the woman 
hed only, the ſimilitude, ſay they, muſt need, conſiſt in the 
and ¶ force and virtue of the male or female; in that it proves 
dy like the one or other, according tothe quantity afforded 
the © by either: But that the difference of the ſex is not refer- 
ain, M ed to the ſeed, but to the menſk: ual bloed, which is prop · 
co» Jer to the woman, is apparent: For were that lorce al- 
g. ¶ together retained in the ſeed, the male ſeed bring of the 
fes MW boteſt quality, male children would abound, and few 
the Wof the ſemale be propagated : Wherefore the ſex is ate 
ave W tributed to the temperament of the aftive qualities, 
ave which confift ia heat and cold, and the nature of the 
are matter uader them; that is, the flowing of the men. 
ile firous blood: but now the feed, [ay they, affords both 

of force to procreate and form the child, and matter for 
its generation: and in the menſtruous blood there is 
both matter and force ; for as the ſeed nw helps the 
material principle, fo alſo does the menſtrual blood the 
potential ſeed ; which is, ſays Galen, bloed well cons 
$ cotted by the veſſels that contain it, Ss that Blood is 
Fot. only the matter of generating the child, but alſe ſeed, 
ie being impoſſible that menſtrual blood hath both prin. 
ciples * | e 
The ancients alſo ſay, The ſeed is the flronger ef. 
ficient, the matter of it being very little in quantity, bug 
the potential quality of it is very ſtrong; wherefore if © 
theſe principles ot gener ĩon, according to which the - 
(cx is made, were only in the "menſtrual flood, then 
would the children be moſily females ; as; wein the'ohs 
ficient farce in the ſeed, they would be all miles ! but 


e courle of nature ; nor have ſuch u- 


ſince both have operation in menſtrual blood, thatter 
_ predominates in quantity, and in the ſeed force and vir- 
tue. And therefore Galen thinks the child receives 
its ſex rathar from the mother than from the tather, 
for though his ſeed contributes a little to the ma- 
terial principle, yet it is more weakly, But for like- 
neſs it is referred rather to the father than to the mo- 
ther. Vet the woman's ſeed receiving nothing from 
the menſtrual blood, tor the ſpace of nine months, 
 everpowers the man's, as to that particular; for the 
wenfirual blood flowing in veſſels, rather cheriſhes the 
one than the other; from which it is plain, the wo- 
man aHords both matter to make, and force and vir- 
tue to pertect the conception; tho' the female's ſeed | 
be fit nuttiment for the male's, by gh of the | 
thinneſs of it, being more adapted to make up con- 
cept ion thereby. 

But with all imaginable deference to the wiſdom 
of our fathers, give me leave to lay, that their igno- 
rance in the anatomy of man's body, hath led them in- 
do the paths of error, and run them into great miſtakes : 
for their hypotheſis of: the formation of the embryo, 
being wholly falſe, their opinion in this cale muſt be 
ſo. likewiſe, | | | 
I ſhall therefore conclude this chapter! by obſerving, 
that altho' a ſtrong imagination of the mother may 
\. often determine the ſex, yet the main agent in this 
caſe, is the plaſtic or tormative principle, which 1s 
the efficient, in giving form to the child, which gives 
it this or that ſex, according to thoſe laws and rules 
given to us by the wiſe Creator of all things. 
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Ot Monſters, and monſtrous births; and the ſeveral 
| reaſons thereof, 
Y the ancients; monſters ere aſcribed to depraved 
conceptions, and are ſaid to be excurſjons of na- 
ture, which are vicious one of theſe four ways ; either 
in figure, magnitude, ſituation of number. ; 
I proceed to the cauſe of their generation, which is 
either divine or natural, The divine cauſe proceeds 
from God's permiſſive will, ſuffering parents to bring 
forth abominations for their filthy and corrupt affett- 
ions, which are let looſe unto wickedneſs, hike brute 
beaſts that have no underſtanding, Wherefore it was 
enacted among the ancient Kwmans, that thoſe whe 
were deformed, ſhould not be admitted into religious 
houſes. And St, Jerome was grieved in his time, to 
ſee the delormed and lame offered up to God in religi- 
ous houtes, And Keckermaa, by way of interence, 
excludeth all that are ill-ſhaped from this Preſbyterian 
tunRion in the church. And that which is of more 
force than all, Ged himſelf commanded Moſes not to 


receive fuch to offer ſacrifice among his people; and q 


he renders the reaſon, Lev. xxii. 28. Leſt he pollute 
my ſandtuaries.“ Becauſe the outward deformity of 
the body, is often a ſigu of the pollutions of the heart, 
as a Curſe laid upon the child for the incontinency ot 
the parents, Yet it is not always fo, let us therefore 
duly examine, and ſearch out the natural cauſe of their - 
generation; which is either in the matter, or in the a. 
ns in the ſeed, or in the womb, © | 4 T8 
The matter may be in default two ways, by defect. 

by excels ; by defect, when the chil — but — 
arm; by exceſs, when it hath three hands, or two 
heads. Some monſters are begot by women unnatur- 
ally lying with beaſts, as in ho year thbog; there was 


a monſter begotten by a woman geaerating with a dog ; 
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which monſter, from the navel upwards, had the per- 
lect reſemblence of its 2 from its ent 
downwards, it reſembled a dog, as you may ſee by the 
following figure. 


— * 


- — —— ES 


The agent or womb, may be in fault three ways: 
ſt, in the formative faculty, which may be too ſlrong 
or too weak, by which is procured a depraved figure. 
adly, in the inſtrument or place of conception; the e- 
vil contormation or diſpoſition » whereof, will cauſe a 
monſtrous birth. gdly, in the imaginative power, at 
the time of conception ; which is of ſuch a force, that 
it ſtamps the chatactet of the: thing imagined: on the 
child. And I have heard of a woman, who, at the 
time of: conception, beholding the picture of a blacka- 
more, conceived aud brought forth. an Ethiopian. I 
will not trouble you with more: human teſtimonies, but 
conclude with a ſtronger warrant. We read, Gen. 
xxx. g, how Jacob having agreed with Laban, to 
have all the ſpotted ſheep for keeping his flock, ta aug- 
ment his wages, tepk hazel rods, and pealed hte 
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[Hrekes on them, and laid them before the ſheep when 


they came to drink, and coupled tog 


ether three, whilſt 
they beheld the rods, conceived and brought lorth ſpots 
ted young. 


Another monſter repreſenting an hairy child: It was 
covered with hair like a beaft- That which rendered 
it more frightful was, that jis naval was in the place 
where his noſe ſhould ſtand, and his eyes plated where 
his mouth ſhould have been, ard its mouth was in the 


chin. It was of the male kind, and was born in France 
in the year 1597. . 


20 | | 
There was a monſter of this kind born at Nazara, ia 
the year 1530. It bad four arms and four legs, as you 


ſec here, 


. Likewiſe, in the time of Henry III. there was a wo- 
man delivered of a child, having two heads and four 
arms, and the bodies were joined at the backſide : the 
heads were ſo placed, that they looked contrary ways: 
ezech had two diſtintt arms and hands; they would 
both laugh, boch ſpeak and both cry, and be hungry to- 
geiber: ſometimes the one would ſpeak, and the other 
would keep ſilence, and ſometimes both ſpeak together. 


4 


"They lived ſeveral years, but one ouilived the other q . 
years, carrying the dead one, for there was no parting 
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them, till the other fainted with the burden, and eße 


with the ſtink of the dead carcaſe. 


mo 


The imagination alſo works on the child after con- 
ception, for which we have a pregnant inflance;” 

7* epa Ua Id wpllolk, being with child, - 
and paſſing by a butsher killing his mear, "ae 4 
blood ſprung on her face; whereupon ſhe faid, her 
child would have a blemmiſh on 1's face; aud gi he 
birth, it was found marked with a red ſpot. » | 

And it is certain, that monſtroug births often happen 
by means of undue copulation g ber ſome there are 


who having been long abſent: from esch other, and 


having an eager deſire for enjoy ment, conſider not as 
they ought, to do as their eircumſtances require, Aud 
it it happen that they come together, When the wolnan's 
menſes are flowing, and proceed to the ag of pus 
tion, the iſſue of ſuch copulation does often prove” 
monſtrous, as a juſt puniſhment tor doing what Haute 
forbids; And therefore though men ſhoutd/be ever - 
eager, Vet'women knywing their own condition, ſhawl 
as tuck Ymes deny them, And though Tuch copulas 
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22 
lions do not always produce monſtrous births, yet the 
children then begotten, are generally heavy, dull and 
ſluggiſh, and deteRtive in their anderſtanding, wanting 
the vivacily and livelinefs which children got in prop» 
er ſeaſons, are endued-with, - 
By the following figure you may fee, that though 
ſcme of the Roar may be wanting, yet they are 
| ſupplied by other members. | 


It remains that I now moke ſome enquiry, whether 
© (hoſe that are born mon ſters have reaſonable ſouls, and 
dre capable of reſurcetlion. Aud here both divines & 
phy ſicians are generally of opinion, that thoſe who, ac- 
cording to the order of generation, deduced from ourſWhnonth, 

_ firſt parents, proceed b natural means from either ſex, Men,” 
though their outward:ſhape may be deformed and mon- Galer 
frous, have notwubſtanding 2 reaſonable ſoul; and con-Mor beari 
ſequentiy their bodies are capable of a reſurrection iy, wht 
but thoſe monſters that are not begotten by men, butfieen mo 
are ihe product of womens' unnatural luſt, in copulatingFe1 <nth 


*. 
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ich other creatures, ſhall periſh like the brute beaſts, 

y whom they were begotten, not having a reaſonable 
Pol, or any breath of the Almighty infuſed into them, 
nd the fame is alſo true of imperfeſt and abortive 
irchs. a 


* 


* || 


The opinion of the learned concerning children con- 
ceived and born within ſeven months; wit afgue 
ments on the ſubject, to prevent ſuſpicion of incon- 
tinency, and bitter conteſls on that accoum. To. 
which are added, rules to know the Nee of 
Man's body by the genital parts. 


AN bitter quarrels happen between men wt 

their wives, upon the man's ſuppoſition that his 
hild comes too ſoon, and of conſequence that he is not 
he father ; whereas it is through want of underſtand. 
ny the ſecrets of nature, Which brings the t ito” 
hat error; and which if knowhy might have cured n 
df bis ſuſpicion and jealouſy. * 

To remove which, I ſhall endeavor to prove, that it 

s poſſible, and has been frequently known, that'chil- * 
ren have been born at ſeven months. Caſes o this 
ature have made work for the lawyers, who have left 
t to the phy ſicians to judge, dy viewing ie child, whe- 
her it be a child in ſeven, eight or nine months. Paul 
he counſellor has this paſſage i in the igth book of 
pleadings, viz. It is now a received: ttuth, hat a 
er fett chila may be born ia the ſeventh month, by the 
uthority of the learned Hypocrates; aud therefert We 
0, ac - uſt believe that a child born at the end ol he eu 
n — | onth, in lawtul nog may be lan! 
lex, en.“ 


mon- ¶ Galen is of opinion, that theres! no certain ume ddt . 


q con-Wor bearing of children; and that from Pliny's autho. 
tion iy, who makes mention ef .a- woman that Went thir- 
n, but den months with child; but as to what concerns be 
Tenth month, a learned author ſavs, I know feyerat 


I: 


p 
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married people in Holland, that had twins born in the 
ſeventh month, who lived to old age, having luſty bo- 


dies and lively minds. Wherefore their opinion is ab- 


ſurd, who aftert, that a child at ſeven months cannot be 
—— and long lived; and that it cannot in all parts 

perfect till thegth month.” Thereupon this author 
proceeds io tell a paſſage from his own knowledge, viz. 
Ol late there happened a great diſturbance among us, 


which ended not without bloodſhed ; and was occaſt- © 


oned by a virgin, whoſe chaſtity had been violated, de- 
ſcending of a noble family of unſpoited tame. Sever- 
al charged the fad to the judge, who was prefident of a 
city in Flanders, who-ſtifly denied it, faying he was rea- 
dy to give his oath that he never had any carnal copu- 
lation with her : and further argued,.that he verily be- 
' heved that it was a child born in ſeven months, him» 


ſelf being many miles diſlant ſrom the mother of it, 


when it was conceived, Whereupon the judges de- 
creed, that the child ſhopld be viewed by able phyſici- 
ans and experienced women, and that they ſhould make 
their report, 
ot them, with one mind, concluded the child, was born 
within the ſpace of ſeven moaths, and that it was car- 


ried in the womb but 27 weeks and odd days; but if | 


ſhe ſhould have gone full nine months, the child's parts 


and limbs would have been more firm and ſtrong, and 
the ſtructure of the body more compact, tor the ſkin F 


was very looſe, and the breaſt-bone that defends the 
heart, and the griſtle that lay over the ſtomach, lay 


higher than naturelly they ſhou!d be; not plain, but 


crooked and ſharp riged, or pointed like thoſe of a 
young chicken, hatched in the beginning of ſpring. — 
And being a female infant, it wanted nails upon the 
Joints of the fingers; upon which, from the--maſ. 
culous, cartilapinous matter of the ſkin, nails that 
are very. {ſmoath to come, and by degrees harden, 
ſhe had inſtead of nails a thin ſkin, or film. As for her 
tes, there was us ſign of najls upon them, wanting the 


They having made diligent enquiry, all 
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25 
heat which was expanded to the fingers, from the near» ' 
nels of the heart. All this being conſidered, and above 


all, one gentlewoman of quality that aſſiſted, afhrmin 


that ſhe had been the mother ot nineteen children, an 
that divers of them had been born and lived at ſeven 
months; they, without favor to ady party, made their 


© report, that the infant was a child of ſeven months, tho 


within the ſevegth month. For in ſuch caſes, the re- 


= velution of the moon ought to be oblerved, which per- 
= tes itſelf in tour weeks, or ſomewhat leſs than 28 days; 


in which ſpace of the revolution, the blood being agi- 
tated by the force of the moon, the courſes of the wo- 
man flow from them, which being ſpent, and the mate 
rix being cleanſed from the menſtrous blood, which 
happens on the 4th day; then if a man on the 7th day 
lie with his wife, the copulation is moſt natural, and 
then is the conception beſt; anda child thus begotten 
may be born in the 7th month, aud prove very healthy. 
So tlrat upon this report, the poſes father was pro- 
nounced innocent, upon proot that he was one hundred 
miles diſtant all that month in which the child was be- 
gotten: And as for the mother, ſhe ſtrongly denied that 


ſhe knew the father, being forced in the dark; aligdzys. - 


As tor coition, it ought not to be uſed, unleſs the 


through fear and ſurpriſe was left in ignorance.” 


parties be in health, leſt it turn to the diſadvantage of 
the children lo begotten, creating in them, through the 


abundance of ill humours, divers languiſhing diſeaſes ; 


wherefore health is no way better to oe diſcerned than 
For which reaſon mid- 
wives, and other ſkillful women, were formerly wont 
to lee the teſticles of childien, thereby o conjeſture 
their temperature and ſtate of body; and young men 
may know thereby the ſigns or ſymptoms of death; tor 
if the caſes of the teſticles be looſe and/feeble, and the 
cods fall down, it denotes that the vital ſpirus;-Which 
are the props ot lite, "x fallen ; but if the ſecret paits 


. 


be wrinkled and raiſed up, it is a ſign all is well; but 
that the event may exactly anſwer the prediction, it is 
neceſſary to coufider what part of the body the diſeaſe 
poſſeſſeth; tor if it chance to be the upper part that is 
afflited; as the head or ſtomach, then it will not ſo well 
appear by the members, which are unconcerned with 
ſuch grievances ; but the lower part of the body exact- 
ly ſympathizing with them, their livelineſs on the con- 
trary makes it apparent; for nature's force, and the ſpir- 
its that have their intercourſe, firſt manife# themſelves 
therein, which occaſions midwives to teel the children, 
to know in what partthe grief is reſiding, and whether 
life or death be. protended thereby, the ſymptoms being 
ſtrongly communicated by the veſſels, that have their 
intercourſe with the principle ſeat of life. 


7 — 


Of che oreen-ſickneſs in virgins, with its cauſes, ſigns, 
and cures, 


HE green · ſickneſs is ſo common a diſtemper in 
virgias, eſpecially thoſe of a phlegmatic com- 
plexion, that it is eaſily diſcerned, ſhewing itſelf by 
diſcolouring the face, making it look green, pale, and 
of a duſty colour; proceeding from raw and indigeſted 
bumours; nor doth it only appear to the eye, but ſen. 
ſibly afflicts the perfon with difficulty of breathing, 
Pains in the head, palpitations of the heart, with unu- 
ſual beatings and {mal! throbbings ot the arteries in the 
temples, neck and back, which often caſts them into 
fevers, when the humour is over vicious; alſo the dil. 
tention of the hypocondican part, by reaſon of the in- 
ordinate effluQion of the menſtruous blood to the great- 
er veſſels; and from the abundance of humouts, the 
whole body is troubled With ſwellings, or at leaſt the 
thighs, legs and ancles, all above the heels; there is al- 
ſo a great wearineſs of body. | 
The Galenical phyſicians affirm, that this diſtemper 


proceeds from the womb ; occaſiened by the groſs, vi- 


* 


- BHS 
cious and rude humours ariſing from ſeveral atiwiyd 
cauſes ; but there are alſo outward cauſes, which have 
a ſh:re in the production of it; as taking cold in the 
feet, drinking water, intemperance of diet, eating things 
contrary to nature, Viz. raw or burnt fleſh, aſhes, coals, 
old ſhoes, chalk, wax, nut- ſhells, mortar, lime, oat-meal, 
tobacco-pipes, &c, which occafian both a ſuppreſſion 
of the menſes and obſtructions through the whole body, 


© therefore the firſt thing neceſſary is matrimonal con- 
junction, as ſuch copulation as may probs ſatistactory 


to her that is aMlifted; for then the menſes will begin 
to flow, according to their natural and due courſe, and 
the humours being diſperſed, will ſoon waſte themſelves, 
and then no more matter being admitted to increaſe - 
them, they will vaniſh, and a good temperament of bo. 
dy will return; but in cafe this beſt remedy cannot be 
had ſoon enough, then blood her in the ancles; and if 
ſhe be about the age of ſixteen, you may likewiſe do it 
in the arm, but let her bleed but ſparingly, eſpeciallx 1 
if the blood be good. It the diſeaſe be of any contin: 
nuance, then it is to be eradicated by purging, prepari_ 
tion of the humour firſt con ſidered, which may be don, 
by the virgin's drinking the deco of Guiacum, wu 
dittany of Creete; but the beſt purge in this cafe ought 
to be made of aloes, agrie, ſenna, rhubarb; and for 
ſtrengthening the bowels, and opening obſtruktions, 
chalybear medicines are chiefly to be uſed, The diet 
muſt be moderate, and ſharp things by all means avoid= 
ed. For finding the humours, take prepared ſteel, be- 
zoar ſlone, the root of ſcotzonera, oyl of chryſtal in 
ſmall wine, and let the diet be moderate, but in no wile 
let vinegar be uſed therewith. In obſerving this the- 
humours will be dilated and diſperſt, whereby 1 8 | 
N 


plexion will return, and the body be lively and 
vigour. 


** 
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Virginity, what it is, in what it conſiſts, and how vitia- 
ted; together with the opinion of the learned about 
the mutation of the {ex in the womb, during the o. 
peration of nature in framing the body, 


| HERE are many ignorant people who-boaſt of 
| their {kill in the knowledge of virginity, and ſome 


norant determinations; I therefore thought it highly 
neceſſary to clear this point, that the towering imagina- 


the fair ſex may be freed from the calumnies and de. 
_ tratlions of ignorance and envy ; and ſo their honours 
may con'inue as unſpotied, as they have kept their per- 
ſons uncontaminated, and free of defilement, 
Virginity in a {tri& ſenſe, does ſignify the prime, the 
chief, the beſt ol any thing; which makes men ſo de- 
ſirous of marrying virgins, imagining ſome ſecret plea- 
ſure to be enjoyed in their embraces, more than in thoſe 
of widows ; though not many years ago, a very great 
perſon was of another mind, and, to uſe his own ex- 
preſſions, That the getting of a maidenhead was ſuch 
a piece of drudgery, as was mote proper for a porter 
than a prince,” But this was only his opinion, for 
moſt men, I am ſure, have other ſentiments. But to 
our purpoſe. | | 
The curious enquirers into nature's ſecrets have ob- 
ſerved, that in young maids in the Sinu Pudoris, or in 
that place which is called the neck of the womb, is that 
ponduous production, vulgarly called the Hymen, but 
more rightly the clauſtrum virginale; and in French 
Button de roſe, or roſe bud ; becauſe it reſembles the 
bud of a roſe expanded, ot a conve gilly flower, From 
hence is derived the word deflower. And hence tak- 
ing away virginity is called deflowering a virgin, Moſt 
W, ot opinion that the virginity is altogether loſt hen 
this duplication is fractured and diſſipated by violence; 
and when it is found perfect and entire, no penetration 
has been: and it is the opinion of ſome learned phy fi- 


virgins have undergone hard cenſures through their ig- 


tions of conceited ignorance may be brought down, and - 
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89 
cians that there is not either Hymen or ſkin expanded, 


containing blood in it, which divers think in the firſt 


copulation flows from the fractured expanſe. ho Le? 

Now this-Clauſtrum or Virginale, or flower, is com- 
poſed of tour carbuncles or hitle buds like myrtle ber. 
tics, which in virgins are full and plump, but in wo- 
men flag, and hang looſe ; and theſe are placed in the 
four angles cf the Sinus Pudoris, joined together by 
little membranes and ligatures like fibres, each of them 
ſituate ini he teſticles or ſpaces hetween each carbuncle, 
with which, in a manner, they are proportionably dif. 
tended; which membranes being once delacerated, de- 
note devirgination; and many inquiſitive and yet ig» 
norant perſons finding their wives defetlive herein, the 
firſt night of their marriage, have thereupon ſulpected 
their chaſtity, Now to undeceive ſuch, I do athrm, 
that ſuch fractures happen divers accidental ways, as 
well as by copulation with. men, viz, violent trainings 
coughing, ſneezing, ſtopping of uin, and violent mo- 
tions of the vellels, forcibly ſending down ibe humours 
which preſſing for paſſage, break the 2 or mem- 
brane; ſo that the fracture of that which is commonly 
taken for their maiden- head, is no abſolute ſign of dil- 
honeſty ; though certain it is, that it is broke in copy” 
lation rather than by any other means. 

I have heard, that at an aſſize held at Rutland, a young 
man was tried for a rape, in forcing a virgin; when al- 


ter divers queſtions being aſked, and the maid rage, 


poſitively to the matter, naming the time, place an 

manner of the action; it was, upon mature delibera- 
tion reſolved, that ſhe ſhould be ſearched by a: ſkilful 
ſurgeon and two midwives, who were to make their re- 
port upon oath ; which, after due examination, they 
accordingly did, affirming that the membranes were 
egtire, and not delacerated ; and that it was their opitt= 
ion, for "that reaſon, that her body had not been pene- 
trated. Which ſo far wrough with the jury, that the 
priſoner was acquitted ; and the maid afterwards con- 
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felled, ſhe ſwore againſt him out of revenge, he having 
promiſed to marry her, and afterwards declined it. And 


ity. 
I ſhall now proceed to ſomething of nature's opera. 
tion, in mutation of ſexes in the womb, | 
This point is of much neceſſmy, by reaſon of the dif- 
ferent opinions ef men relating to it; therefore before 
any thing poſitively can be aſſerted, it will be proper to 
recite what has been delivered, as well in the negative 
2S affirmative. And firſt, Severus Plinus, who argues 


ſexes are ſo unlike each other in ſubſtance, compoſt. 
tion, ſituation, figure, action and uſe, that nothing is 
more unlike, 2nd by how much more all parts of the 
body, the breaſts excepted, which in women ſwell 
more, betauſe nature orazined them for ſuckling the 
infant, have exact reſemblance; fo much more do the 
genital parts of one ſex compared with the other differ. ; 
and if their figure be thus different, much more their 
uſe. The veneral appetite alſo proceeds from differ. 
ent cauſes; for in man it proceeds from a deſire of e- 
miſhon, and in woman from a defire of reception: in 
women alſo, the chief of thoſe parts are concave, and 
apt to receive, but in men they are more porus. Theſe 
things being conſidered, I cannot but wonder, ſays he, 


lorg to males, ſince by thoſe parts only the diſtinction 
of ſexes is made; nor can I well impute the reaſon of 
this vulgar error to any thing, but the miſtake of unex- 
pert midwives, who have deen deceived by the evil 
conformation of the parts, which in ſome male birchs 
may have happened to have ſome ſmall potruſions, not 
to have been diſcerned ; as appears by the example of 
a child chriftened at Paris, by the name of Joan, as a 
girl, who afterwards proved a boy; and, on the con- 
' trary, the over-far extenßon of the Clytoris in female 


3 


how any one can imagine, that the genital members of 
the female births ſhould be changed into thoſe that be- 


this much ſhall ſuffice to be ſpoken concerning vitgin- | 


for the negative, writes thus: The genital parts of both | 
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irths, may have oecaſioned the like miſtakes. Thus 
far Pliny proceeds in the negative: and yet notwith. 
ſtanding what he hath ſaid, there are divers learned phy- 
zin Wſicians that have allerted the affirmative, of which num- 
ber Galen is one. A man, ſaith he, is different from a Wo- 
era- Iman in nothing elſe but having his genital members 


without his body, whereas a woman hath them within, 
And this is certain, that if nature having formed a male, 


ore ſhould convert him into a female, ſhe hath no other 
rw t afk to perform, but to turn his genital membeis inward ; 
ve Wand fo to turn a woman into a man by the coatrary @- 
des Woeration.” But this is to be underſtood of the child 
__ hen it is in the womb, and not perfeftly formed. For 


>ftentimes nature hath made a female child, and it hath 


* lo remained in the womb of the mother for a month or 
a F wo, and after plenty of heat encreaſing in the genital 
10 members, they have iſſued torth, and the child has be. 


come a male, yet retaining ſome certain geſtures unbe- 
fitting the maſculine ſex, as ſemale actions, a ſhril voice, 
and a more effeminate temper than ordinary; contra. 
rywiſe, natute having often made a male, and cold hu. 
mours flowing to it, the genitals have been inverted, 


te- er Qiill retaining a maſculine air, both in voice and geſ- 
4 ures. Now though both theſe opinions are ſupported 
aſe by ſeveral reaſons, yet I efleem the latter more agree- 


able to truth, for there is not that vaſt difference be- 
ween the genitals of the two ſexes, as Pliny would 
have us believe there is, for the wowan has in a man. 
ner the ſame members with the man, though they ap- 
pear not outward, but are inveried for the conyeniency 
of generation : the cbief difference being that the one 
1s ſolid, and the other porus, and that the principal ven- 
ſon for changing ſexes is, and muſt be auribated 40 


heat or cold, ſuddenly or lowly contrafted, which op- 
= crates according to its greater or lefler force, N 
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Directions and cautions for midwives : and firſt, how 
h . a midwife ought to be qualified, | 

MIDWIFE that would acquit herſelf well in her 

. employment, ought by no means to enter upon 
it raſhly or unadviſedly, but with all imaginable cau- 
tion, conſidering that ſhe is accountable tor all the miſ. 
chief that befals through her wilful ignorance or neg- 
lett. Thereſore let none take upon the office barely 
upon pretence of maturity of years and child bearing, 
lor in ſuch, for the moſt part, there are divers things 
wanting, that ought to be obſerved, which is the occa- 
ſion ſo many women and children are loſt. 

Now for a midwife, in relation to her perſon, theſe 
things ought to be obſerved, viz. ſhe muſt neither be 
too old nor too young, neither very fat nor weakened by 
leanneſs, but in a good habit of body; hot ſubje® to diſ- 
eaſes, fears, nor faden frights ; her body well thaped, 
aud neat in her attire : her hands ſmooth and ſmall, her 
nails paired ſhort, not ſuffering any rings to be upon her 
fingers during the time ſhe is doing her office, nor any 
thing that way obſtrutt, And to theſe ought to be ad- 
ded activity and a convenient ſtrength, with much cau- 
tion and diligence, not ſubject io drowlinels, nor apt to 
be impatient. f 
As for her manners, ſhe ought to be courteous, affa- 

ble, ſober, chaſte, and not ſubje&t to paſſion, bountiful 


and compaſſionate to the poor, and not covetous whea | 


ſhe attends upon the rich, | 
Her temper chearful and pleaſant, that ſhe may the 


better comfort her patient in the dolorous labours : nor | 


muſt ſhe at any time make toe much haſte, though her 
baſineſs ſhould require her in another caſe, leſt ſhe 
thereby endanger the mother or the child. 

She oughtal'o to be wary, prudent and cunning; but 
above all, the fear of God ought to have the aſcendant in 
her ſoul, which will give her both knowledge and dil. 
cretion. ö 8 
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Foriber direfions for midwives, teaching them what 


they ought to do and what to avoid, 


INCE the office of a midwife has ſo great an influ* 
ence onfthe well or ill doing of women and chil” 
dren, in the firſt place let her be dilligent to acquire 
whatever knowledge may be advantageous ta her prac- 
tice, never thinking herſelt fo pertett, but that ſhe may 
add to her knowledge by ſtudy and experience ; yet 
never let her make any experiment at her patient's colt, 
nor apply any experiments id that caſe, unleſs ſhe has 
tried them, or knows t will do no harm, practiſing 
neither upen poor nor rich, but ſp-»king freely what 
ſhe knows; and by no means preicribing-izeb medi- 
eines as will cauſe abortion, though deſited ; which is 
a high degree of wickedneſs, and may be termed mur- 
der. If ſhe be ſent for to them ſhe knows not, let her 
be very cautious ere ſhe gows, leſt by laying an ioſec- 
tious woman ſhe endanger the ſpoil:ng'ot others. 

In laying of women, it the birth happen to be large 
and difficult, ſhe muſt not ſeem to be concerned, hue , 
muſt cheer up the woman, and do what ſhe can to make 
her labor eaſy, 

She rguſt never think of any thing but doing well, 
cauſing all things to be in readineſs that are proper for 
the work, and the ſtrengthing of the woman, and receive 
ing of the child ; and above all, let her take care to 
keep the weman quiet when her throws are coming on, 
leſt ſhe endanger her on lite and the child's. =: 

She muſt alſo take care ſhe be not too haſty in her by. 
ſineſs, but wait God's leiſure for the birth ! leſt, thre? 
fear, if things ſhould not go well, it ſhould make her in- 
capable of giving that aſſiſtance hich the labouring 
woman ſtands in need of; for when weate molt at a 
own then there is moſt need of prudence ſet things 
right. 93 
And now, becauſe * can never be a ſxilſul midwile, 
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that knows nathing but what is to be ſeen outwardly ; I 
mall not think it amiſs, but on the contrary highly ne- 
ceſſary, with modeſty, to deſeribe the generative parts 
of women, as they have been anatomiſed by the 
learned, and ſhew the uſe of ſuch veſſels & contiibute 
to generation. 


_— a * Aa 


Of che genitals of women, external and internal te the 
veſſels of the womb, 


* were not for public benefit, eſpecially of the 
A prattitioners and proteſſors of the art of midwifery, 
I would forbear to treat of the ſecrets of nature, becauſe 
they may be turned by ſome lacivious and lewd perſons 
into ridicule; bat they being abſolutely neceſlaty to 
be known, in order to public good, I will net omit 
them. Thoſe parts that offer themfelves to view at 
the bottom of the belly, are Fiſſura-magna, or the great 
chink, with its Labia or lips, the Mons Veneris, and 
the hair ; theſe are called by the general name Puden- 
da, from ſhamefacedneſs, becauſe when they are bare, 
they bring ſhame upon a woman. The Fiſſura-· mag- 
na reaches from the lower part of the os pubis, to 
within au incl of the anus, but it is leſſer and cloſer in | 
maids than in thoſe that have born children; and 
has two lips, which teward the pubis grow thicker | 
and more full; and meeting upon the middle of the 
os pubis, makes that rifing hill that 1s called * 
Veneris, or the hill of Venus. 


The next things that offer, are the Nympha and 
Clytoris; the former of whieh is of a membrany and 


famy ſubſtance, ſpungy, ſoft and partly fleſhy, of a red 
colour, in the ſhape of wings, two in number, though 
from their riſe they ate joined in an accute angle, 
producing there a fleſhy ſubſtance, Whieh clothe the 
Clytoris; and ſometimes they ſpread to far, that inciſ- 
ion is required to make way for the man's inſtsument 
ol generation. A 
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The clytoris is a ſubſtance in the upper, part of hy, 
diviſion where the two wings concur, and is the ſeat 
veneral pleaſure, being like a yard in ſituation; fub- 
ſtance, compoſition, and erection ; growing ſometimes 
out of the body two inches, but that never happens un- 
leſs through extreme luſt, or extraordinary accidents 
This Clytoris conſiſts of two ſpongy and ſkinny bodies. 
| contanining a diſtin& organ, trom the Os Pubis, the. 
head of it being covered with a tender ſkin, having a. 
hole or palſage like the Penis, or Yard of a man, tho. 
not quite through, in which, and the bigneſs, it only 
differs ſrom it. | * 

The next things are the fleſhy knobs, and the great 
neck of the womb ; and theſe knobs. are.. behind the 
wings, being four in number, and reſemble myrtle ber- 
ries, being placed quadrapgular one againſt the ather ; 
and in this plage is inſerted,to the. ortiſice of the blad- 
der, which opens itſelf into the fiſſures, to evacuate the, 
wine ; for ſecuring of which frgm cold, or the like · in- 
conveniency, one of theſe knobs is placed before ut, and 
ſhuts up the pallage. | | 

The lips of the womb, that next appear, being ſepa- 
rated, diſcloſe the neck thereof; and in themſelves, and 
the hymen, but more properly the Clauſtrum Virginia. 
le, which I have before diſcourſed. By the neck of .the. 
womb 1s to be underſtood the-channel that' 1s between 
the aforeſaid knobs and the inner bone of the womb, 
ich receives the Penis like a ſheath; and that it may 
the better be dilated from the pleaſure of procreation, 
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che ſubſtance of it is ſinewy, and a little ſpongy, and in 


this concavity are diverſe folds, or obicular plaits, made 
by tunicles wriakled like an expanded roſe, In virgine 
they plainly appear, but in women that have often uf 
ed copulation they are extinguiſhed; ſo that the inner 
ſide of the womb's neck it appears ſmooth, but in old 
women it appears more hard and griſly. But through 
this channel be at times writhed and crooked, ſinking, 
down ; yet in the time of copulation, labour, or hd 
2 


» WP 
monthly purgation, it is ereded and extended, which 
3 occaſion the pains of child birth. 

The Humer, or Clauſtrum Virginale, is that which 
cloſes the neck of the womb, being, as I have fore: cit- 
ed in the chapter, relating ro virginity, broken in firſt 
cCopufation, its'ule being rather to ſtay the untimely 
courſes 1n virgins, than to any other end; and com- 
m nly when broken in copulation, or by any other 
accident, à ſmall quantity of blood flows from ic, attend- 
ed with ſome little pain. From whence ſome obſerve, 
that between the duplicity of the two tunicles, which 
e-nſtitute ihe neck of the womb ; there are many veins 
an : arteries running along and ariſing from the veſſels 
on both fides of the thigh, and ſo paſling into the neck 
of the womb, being very large ; and the reaſon thereof 
3s, het the neck of the bladder requires to be filled with 
abundance of ſpirits, thereby to be dilated tor its better 
taking hold of the Penis there being great heat requir- 
ed in ſuch motions, which becomes more intent by the 
Idas of friction, and conſumes a conſiderable ou. 

Il ot moiſture, in the ſupply of which large veſſels are al- 
together neceſſary, | 

| Another cauſe of the longneſs of theſe veſſels is, b 
8} reaſon the menſes make their way through them, whic 


lf: 1 for R the womb be ſhut up, yet the 

neck in the paſſage of the womb through which theſe 
veſſels paſs, are open: in this caſe there is further to 
be obſerved, that as ſoon as you penetrate the puden- 
dum, there appear too little pits or holes, wherein is 
contained an humour, which being expunged in time 
of copulation, greatly delights the woman. e 


110 A deſcription of the womb's fabric, the preparing veſ. 
Wall ſels and teſticles in woman. As alſo of the difference 
and ejaculatory veſſels. , | 


12 the lower part of the hypogaſtum, where the lips 


- often occaſion women with child to continue their 


Ie wideſt and broadeſt, they being greater and broad- 
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r thereabou! than thaſe ol men, for whick reaſon th 
dave likewiſe broader buttocks than men; the wom 
joined to its neck, and is placed between the blder 
d ſtrait gut, which keeps it from ſwaying or rowling, 
et gives it liberty to ſtreich and dilate uſelf again to 
ontraR, nature in that caſe diſpoſing it. Its hgure ts 
na a manner round, and not unlike a goard, leflening a 
tle and growing more acute towards one end, being 
nit — by its proper ligaments ; its neck likewiſe 
s joined by its own ſubſtance and certain membranes 
hat faſten unto the Os Sacrem, and the ſhare-bone. As 
Jo its largeneſs, that very much differs in women, eſ- 
pecially the difference is great between thoſe who have 
horn children, and thoſe that have born nons; in ſub- 
tance it is ſo thick that it exceeds thimble breadth, 
hich aſter copulation is ſo tar from deerealing that it 
zugments to 2 greater proportion; and the more to 
trengthen it, it is inter woven with fibres overthwart, 
hich are ſtrait and winding: and its proper veſſels are 
eines, arteries, and nerves; and among thoſe there are 


bottom and the neck, the mouth of theſe veines piere- 
ng as far as the inward concavity, | 
The womb hath two aiteries on both fades the ſper- 
matic veſſels and the hypoftratic, which will accom- 
pany the veines ; and beſides there are many litile 
nerves, that are knit and twined in the form of a net, 
which are alſo extended thoughaut, even from the bot- 
om of the pudenda tl. aſelves, being placed chiefly 
for ſenſe and pleafure, moving in ſympathy between 
the head and the womb. 
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two larger from the hypoſtratie, which touch bath the 


New it is to be further noted, that by reaſon of the | 


two hgaments on each ſide the womb, from the ſhare 


bone, piercing through the peritogeum, and joined 
to the bone itſelf; the womb. is movable upon fandry 
occaſions, often falling low or riſign high, _ As tothe 
neck of the womb it is of an exquiſite feeling, fo 
that if it be at any timeout of order, bemgaroubled 


* 
- 
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at any time wich a ſchirroſity,over fatneſs, moiſture,or re. 
lexation, the womb is ſubjected thereby to barrenneſs; 
in theſe that are with child there ſrequenily ſtays a glu- 
tinous entrance to facilitate the birth ; for at the time 
of delivery, the momb of the womb is opened to ſuch 
a widneſs as is conformable to the bigneſs of the ohild, 
fuffering an equal dilation from the bottom to the top. 

As the * or ſpermatic veſſels in women, 
they conſiſt of two veins and two arteries, not difler ing 
from thoſe of men, but only of their largeneſs and man- 


is the ſame as in men, the right vein iſſuing from the 
trunk of the hallow vein deſcending : and on the fide 
ol chem are two arteries, which grow from the aorta, 
As tbe length and breath of theſe vellels, they are 
_ narrower and ſhorter in women than in men; only ob- 
ſerve they are more wreathed and comforted than in 
men, as ſhrinking together by reaſon of their ſhortneſs, 
that they may by their looſneſs be better ſtretched out 
when occaſion requires it; and thoſe vellels in wemen 
are carried with an indirect courſe through the leſſer 
gvts, the teſticles, but are in midway divided into two 
branches, the greater goes to the ſtones, conſtituting a. 
various or winding body, and wonderfully inoſculating; 
the leſſer branch ending in the womb; in the inſide of 
which it diſperſeth itſelf, and eſpecially at the higher part 
of the bottom of the womb for its nouriſhment, and 
that part ol the courſes may purge through the vellels : 
and ſeeing the Teſticles of woi*2n are feated near the 
womb, ler that cauſe thoſe veſſels fall not from the pe- 
ritoneum, neither make they much paſſage, as in men, 
nor extending themſelves in the ſhare-bone. 

The ſtones: in women commonly called Teſticles, 
per ſorm not the ſame action as in men, they are allo 
different in their location, bigaeſs, temperature, ſub- 
ance, form, and covering. As for the place of their 
ſeat, it is in the hallo wnelſs of the abdomen; neither are 
they pendulous, but reſt upon the muſcles of the loins, 


ner ol inſertion: for the number of veins and aiteries 
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fo that they may, by contracting the greater heat, be 


ore fruittul, their office being to contain the ova, or 


eſs; eggs, one of which being impregnated by the mary ſeed 
glu- Neagenders man, yet they differ from thoſe of men in 
ume WE oure, by reaſon of their flatneſs at each end, not _ 
ſuch o round or oval. The external ſuperfices being likewi 
11d, more unequal, appearing like che compoſinon of a great 
top. {many knods and kernals mixed together. There is a dil- 
nen, Wference alſo in their ſubſtance, they being much more 
ring oft and pliable, louſe and not ſo well compatted. 
*WT heir bigneſs and temperament are likewiſe different, 


for they are much colder and leſſer than thoſe in men. 
S As tor their covering or incloſure, it differs exueme- 
ly: for as men's are .wrapped in divers tunicles, by 
reaſon they are extremely pendulons, and Tubjeft to 
divers injuries, "unleſs ſo fenced by nature; ſo wo- 
men's tones being internal, and leſs ſubjett to caſual. 
ty, are cevered with one tunicle or membrane, which 
though it cloſely cleave to- them, yet they are likewiſe 
half covered with the peritoneum. * 
The ejaculatory veſſels are two obſcure paſſages, ons 
on each fide, nothing differing from the ſpermatic 
veins in ſubſtance, They riſe on one part from the 
bottom of the womb, not reaching from the other ex- 
tremity, either to the flones, or to any other part, but 
ſhut up and unpaſſable, adhering to the womb, as the 
colon does to the blind gut, and winding half way about 
though the teſticles are remote to them, and touch 
them not, yet they are tied to them by certain mem- 
branes, reſembling the wing of a bat, through which 
certain veins and arteries paſſing through the end of 
the teſticles, way be turned here to haye their paſſages 
proceeding from the corner of the womb to the telli- 
cles, and are accounted proper ligaments, by which the 
teſticles and womb are united and ſtrongly knit togeth- 
er: and theſe ligaments in women are ihe cremaſters 
in men; of which I ſhall ſpeak more largely, when 1 


dome to deſcribe the maſculine paris conducing to ge- 
nerations FD 
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A deſcription of the uſe and action of ſeveral pary 
in Women appointed in generation. 


HE externals, commonly called the Pudenda, are 
deſigned to cover the great orifice, and that are 

to receive the Penis or Yard, in the act of coition, and 
give paſſage to the birth and urine. The uſe of the 
wings and knobs like myrile-berries, are tor the ſecu- 
"rity ol the internal parts, ſhutting the orifice and neck 
of the bladder, and by their ſwelling up, cauſe titula- 


tion and delight in thoſe parts, and alſo to obſtruRt the 


involuntary paſſage of the urine. 


The action of the Clytoris in women is like that offi 


a Penis in man, viz. the erection; and its outer end 
is like the gland of the Penis, and has the lame name, 
And as the glans of man is the ſeat of the greateſt plea 
ſure in conception, ſo is this in women. 

The action and uſe ot the neck of the womb is equal 
with that of the Penis, viz. erection, occaſioned divers 
ways; Firſt, in copulation, it is erefted and made 
rait for the paſſage of the Penis in the womb. Se 

condly, bitt the paſſage is repleted with ſpirit and 
vital blood it becomes more ſtrait lor embracing the 
Penis; and as for the conveniency of erection, it ii 
two-fold, firſt, becauſe if the neck of the womb was 
not erefted, the yard could have no convenient paſſage 
to the womb ; ſecondly, it hinders any hurt or dam- 


age that might enſue through ibe violent concuſhon i 


the yard during the time of copulation, 

As tor the veins that paſs through the neck of the 
womb, their uſe is to repleniſh it with blood and 
ſpirit, that till as the moifture conſumes by the heat 
contracted in copulation, it may by theſe veſſels be re- 
newed ; but their chief buſineſs is to convey nutriment 
to the womb. | 

The womb has many properties attributed to. it, As 
firſt, Retention of the foecundated egg, and this ig 
properly called conception. Secondly, to cheriſh an! 
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nouriſh it till nature has framed the child, and brought 


it to perfeftion, and then it ſtrongly operates in ſend. | 


ing ferth the birth, when the time of its remaining 
there. is expired, dilating itſelf in a wonderful manner, 


and ſo aptly removed from the ſenſes, that nothing of 


injury can proceed from thence, retaining itſelf a pow= 
er and fireygth to operate and caſt forth the birth, un- 
teſs by accident it be rendered defictent ; and then to 
ſtrengthen and enable it, remedies muſt be. applied b 
Kilful hands, directions for applying of which ſhalFbe 
given in the ſecond part. 


The uſe of the preparing veſſel is this, the arteries 
convey the blood vf the te icles :* part whereof is put 
in the nouriſhment of them, and the production of 
thoſe litile bladders (in all things reſembling eggs) 
through which the vaſs preparentia run, and are oblit= 
erated in them ; and as for the veins, their office is to 
bring back what blood remains from the uſe aforeſaid. 


The veſſels of this kind, are much ſhorter in women 


than in men, by reaſon of their nearneſs to the ones 


which defetts are yet made good by the many intneate = 


windings to which thoſe veſſels are ſubject. For in 
the middle way they divide themſelves into two branch- 
es, though different in magnitude, for one being greats 
er than the other, paſſes to the ſtones, 

The ſtones in women are very uſetul, for. where they 
are detective, generation work is at an end. For al. 
though theſe bladders which are on their outward ſu- 
perfices, contain nothing ot ſeed, as the followers of 
Galen and Hypocrates did erroneoufly. imagine, yet 
they contain ſeveral eggs, generally. twenty in each 
teſticle ; one of which being impregnated by the ſpir- 
ituous part of the man's ſeed in the act of coition, de- 


ſcends through the ovidufts in the Womb, and from 


hence in proceſs of time becomes a living child. 
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Of the Organs of Generation in Man. | 
22 G given you a deicripiion ef the organs 
ol generation in women, with the anatomy of 


the ſabric of the womb ; I ſhall new [to complete the 


fi ſt part of this treatiſe] deſcribe the organs of genera« 


tion in man, and how they are fitted io the uſe tor 


which nature deſigned them. 

Ihe inſtrument of generation in man (commonly 
called the Yard: and in Latin, Penis a Pudendo, be- 
cauſe it hangs without the helly) is an organical parts 


which conlifts of ſkin, tendons, veins, arteries, finews 


and great ligaments: and is long and round, and on 


the upper fide {tatuſh, ſeated under the Os Pubis, and 
ordained by nature, partly by evacuation of urine, and 
Partly for conveying the ſeed into the matrix. For 


which end it is full of ſmall pores, _— which the 
ſeed paſles into it, through the Veſicula Seminalis, and 


alſo the neck of the Veſicula Urinalis, which pours 


outgghe Urine when they make water; beſides the 
common parts, viz. the two nervous bodies, the Sep- 
tum, the Urethera, the glans, four muſcles and the veſ- 
ſel. The nervous bodies (ſo called) are ſurrounded 
with a thick white previous membrane, but their inmoſt 
ſubſtance is ſpungy, conſiſting chiefly ot veins, arteries, 
and nervous fibres interwoven together like a net, 
And when the nerves are filled with animal ſpirits, and 
the aiteries with hot and ſpuituous blood, when the 
Penis is diſtended and becomes erect. But when the 
influx of dead ſpirits ceaſes, then the blood and 1e- 
maining ſpirits are abſorbed by the veins, and ſo the 
Penis ſpirits are limber and flaggy. Below theſe nerv- 
ous bodies is the Urethera, and whenever the nervous 
bodies ſwell, it {wells alſo. The muſcles of the Penis 
are tour, too ſhorier, ariſing from the Coxendix, and 
ſerving its erection, and tor that reaſon are called Erec- 
tores. Two larger proceeding trom the ſpintter of the 
Anus, and ſerve to dilate the Urethera ejaculation of 
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feed, and are called dilatantes, or winding. At the 
end of the Penis is the glands, covered with a very 
thin membrane by means of which and its nervous 
ſubſtance, it becomes moſt exquitely ſenſible, and 18 
the principal ſeat of pleaſure in copulation, The out- 
moſt covering of the glands is called Proeputium or 
perputando, ſiom oeing cut off, it being that which the 
Jews cut off in circumciſion, and it is tied by the lows | 
er parts of it to the glans of the foetus. The Penis 18 
alſo ſtocked with veins, arteries and nerves, | 
The teſticuli or ſtones ſo called, becauſe teſtifying 
one to be a man elaborate the blood brought to them 
by he ſpermatic arteries into ſeed. They have coats 
of two forts, proper and common; the common ate 
two, and inveſt both the teſtes, Theputermoſt of the 
common coats conſiſt of the cuticula , or true ſkin ; 
and is called the ſcrotum, hanging out of the avdomen - 
like a purſe, the innermoſt is the membrana carnoſa. 
The proper coats are alſo two, the outer called Clio- 
trodes or Virginales, the inner Albugidia, Into the 
outer is inſerted the Cremaſter, To the upper part of 
the Teſtes is fixed Epidimydes, or Poſiata, from 
whence ariſe the Eaſa differentia or ejaculatoria, which 
when they come near the neck of the bladder, depoſit 
the ſeed into the veſiculae ſeminales, theſe veſiculae ſe- 
minales are two, each like a bunch of grapes, and emit 
the ſeed into the urethera, in the ati of copulation, 
Near them are the noſtratae, about the bigneſs of a, 
walnut, and join to the neck of the bladder. -Ayuthors 
do not agree about the uſe of them, but moſt are of 
opinion, that they afford an oily, . ppy, and. fat hu- 
mour, to beſmear the Urethera, whereby to defend the 
ſame from acrimony of the ſeed and urine.- But the 
veſſels which convey the blood tothe teſtes, . out of 
which the ſeed is made, are arteriae ſpermatice, and 
are alſo two, The veins which carry out the remain» 
ing blood are two, and have the name ef Vene Sper 
maticæ. e 


A word of advice to beth ſexes ; being ſeveral direc · 
tions reſpeCting the act of copulation, | 


INCE nature has implanted in every creature a 
mutual deſire of copulation, for the increaſe and 
er of its Kind; and more eſpecially in man, 
the lord of the creation, and maſter - piece of nature, 
that ſo noble a piece of divine workmanſhip might not 
riſh, ſomething ought to be ſaid concerning that, 
it being the foundation of all that we have hitherto 
been treating ef, ſince without copulation there can be 
no generation, Secing therefore ſo much depends 
upon it, I thought it neceſſary, before I conclude the 
firſt part, to give ſuch directions to both ſexes, for the 
performing of chat act, as may appear efficacious to the 
end for which nature deſigned it. But it will be done 
with that caution, as not to offend the chaſteſt ear, 
nor put the fair, ſex to the trouble of a bluſh in reading 
it. Firſt therefore, when a married couple, from a de- 
fire of having children, are about to make uſe ot thoſe 
means that nature ordained to that purpoſe, it would 
be very proper to cheriſh the body with generous reſt- 
oratives, that, ſo it may be briſk and vigorous ; and if 
their imaginations were charmed with ſweet and me- 
lodious airs, and cares and thoughts of buſinefs drown. 
ed ina glaſs of racy wine, that their ſpirits may be 
Failed to the higheſt pitch of ardour and joy, it would 
not be amiſs. For any thing of ſadneſs, trouble and 
ſorrow, are enemies to the delights of Venus. And 
xf at ary ſuch time of coition, there ſhould be concep. 
ton, it would have a malevolent effect upon children. 
But though generous reſtorotives may be uſed ſor 
znvigorating nature, yet all exceſs is to be carefully a- 
voided, for it will allay the briſkneſs of the ſpirits, and 
render them dull and languid, and alſo hinder digeſtion, 
and ſo muſt needs be an enemy to copulation, For it is 
food moderately taken, that is well digeſted, creates 
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ty to perform the diftates of nature, It is alſo highly 
neceſlary, that in their mutual embraces, they meet 
each other with an equal ardour. For it the ſpirits 
flag on either part, they will fall ſhort of what nature 
requires, and the women either mils of conception, or 
the children prove weak in their bodies, or deſective 
in their underflanding, And therefore I do adviſe 
them, before they begin their conjugal embraces, to 


invigorate their mutual deſires, and make their flames 
burn with a fierce ardour, by thoſe endearing ways 


that love can better teach than I can write, | 
And when they have done what nature requires, a - 
man muſt have a care he does not part, too ſoon from 
the embraces of his wite, leſt ſome ſudden interpoſin 
cold ſhould firike into the womb, and occaſion a with 
carriage, and thereby deprive them ol the fruit of their 
labour, | 
And when after ſome convenient time, the man hath 
withdrawn himſelf, let the woman .gently betake her. 
ſelt to reſt, with all imaginable ſerenity and compoſure 
of mind, from all anxious and diſturbing thoughts, or 
any other kind of perturbation whatſoever, And let 
her as much as ſhe can, forbear turning herfelt from 
that ſide on which ſhe firſt repoſed. And by all means 
Jet her avoid coughing and ſneezing, which by its vio- 
lent concuſſion of the body, is a great enemy to con- 
ception, if it happens ſoon after the act of conion, © ©» 


The End of the Firſt Fart, 
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Treating of ſeveral Maladies incident to the wem, 
with proper remedies for the cure of each, 


Of the Womb in general, 


F bo * comer in the Firſt Part I have ſpoken 
ſomething of the fabric of the womb, yet be- 
ing in the Second Part to treat more particularly there- 
of, and of the various diſlempers and maladies it is ſub- 
Jetted to; I ſhall not think it tautology to give you by 
way of inſtruction, a general deſcription both of its 
ſituation and extent, but rather think that it can by no 
means be omitted, eſpecially, ſince in it I am to ſpeak 
ol the quality of the menſtruous blood. + 

Firſt; ' Touching the womb, | By the Greeians it, is 
called Metra, the mother. Ade]phos ſaith Priſcian; be. 
cauſe it makes us all brother. 
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It is placed in the hypogaſtrum, or lower part of the 
body, in the cavity called Pelvis, way the ſtrait gat 
on one fide, to keep it from the other fide of the back- 
bone, and the bladder on the other ſide to defend it from 
plows. The form or figute of it is like a verile mem- 
der, only thus excepted, the mauh6o0d is outward, and 
womanhood inward, | 

It is divided into the neck and the body. The neck 
confiſts of a hard fleſhy ſubſlance, much like a cartilage, 
at the end thereof there is a mergbrane traverſly placed, 
called hymen or engien, near unto the neck there 18a, ©: 
prominant pinracle, which is called of Montanus, the 
door of the womb, becauſe it preſerveth the matrix 
from cold and duſt, By the Grecians it is called cly- 
toris, by the Latins, preputium mulebre, becauſe the 
Jewiſh women did abuſe thoſe parts to their own mutu- 
al luſts, as St, Paul ſpeaks, Rom. 1. 26. 

The body of the womb is that wherein the child is 
conceived. And this is not altogether round, but di- 
lates itſelf into two angles, the outward part of it is ner- 
vous and full of finews, which are the cauſe of its mo- 
tion, but inwardly it is fleſhy, It is tabulouſly report- 
ed, that in the cavity of the womb there are ſeven divid- 
ed cells, or receptacles for human ſeed, But thoſe - 
that have ſeen anatomies, do know there are but two. 
And likewiſe that theſe two are not divided by a par- 
tition, but only by a line, or future running through 
the midſt of it. In the right fide of the cavity, by rea- 
ſon of the heat of the liver, males are conceived, In 

the left ſide, by the coldneſs of the ſpleen, females are 
begotten, | 
And this do moſt of our moderns hold for an infal- 
lible truth, yet Hypocrates holds it but in the general. 
For in whom, faith he, the ſpermatic veſſels on the 
right ſide come from the reins, and the ſpermatie veſs 
ſels on the left fide from the holls v vein, in them, 
males are conceived in the left {ide and ſemales in the 


right, Well therefore may I conclude” with the lay. 


48 
ing of Empedocles. Such ſometimes is the power of 
the ſeed, that a male may be conceived in ihe left fide, 
. as well as in the right, In the bottom ot the cavity, 
there are little holes called the cotiledones, which are 
the ends of certain veins and artet ies. ſerving in breed. 
ing women to convey the ſubſlance to the child, which 
is received by the umbilical veins ; and others to car. 

ry the courſes into the mairix, 

No touching the menſtruals, they are defined. to 
de a monthly flux of excrementitious and unprofitable 
blood. * 

In which we are to note, that the matter, flowing 
forth is excrementitious. Which is te be underſtood ff 
of the ſcruples or redundance of it, For it is an ex- 
erement in quality, its quantity being pure and uncor- 
rupt, like unto the blood in the veins, 

And that the menſtruous blood is pure and ſubtile 
of iilelf, all in one quality with. that in the veins, is 
proved two ways. Firſt, from the final cauſe of the 
blood, which is, the propogation and conſervation of 
mankind, that man might be conceived, and being 
begotten, he might be comforted and preſerved both 
in the womb and out ef the womb, And all will grant 
it for a truth, that a child while it is in the matrix, is 
nouriſhed with the blood. And it is true, that being 
out of the womb, it is ſtill nouriſhed with the ſame, 
for the milk is nothing but the menitruous blood made 
white in the breaſt, And I am ſure woman's milk is 
not thought to be veuomous, but of a nutritive quality, 
anſwerable to the tender nature of the infant, Second. 
ly. it is proved te be true from the generation of it, it 

being the tuperfluity of the laſt aliment of the fleſhy 
parts. 
; It may be objeRed, if the blood be not of a hurtſul 
uality, how can it cauſe ſuch venomous effects ? As 
if the ſame falls upon trees and herbs, it maketh the 
one barren and mortifieth the other. Averues writes, 
that if a man accompany with any menſtruous woman, 
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if the conceive ſhe ſhall bring forth a leper. I anſwer, 
This malignity 1s = in the womb; for that 
wanting native heat to digeſt this ſuperfluity, ſends is 
tb the matrix: Where ſeating itſelf, until the mouth 
of the womb be dilated: it becomes corrupt and veie= 
mous, which may eaſily be, conſidering the heat and 
moiſture of the place, This blood therefore being out 
of its veſſels, it offends in quality. In this ſenſe ler'us 
underſtand Pliny, Cornelius Florus, and the reſt of that 
torrent, But it frigidity be the cauſe why women Cane 
not digeſt all their fal nouriſhments, and eonſequently 
that they have theſe purgations, it remains to give a 
reaſon why they are of ſo cold a conſtitution more tham 
man which is this. 
The natural end of man and woman's being, is to 
propogate. And this 8 was impoſed upon 
creation, and again aftesthe 
deluge. Now, in the act of conception there mult bg 
an agent and patient, for if they be both every way of 
one conſtitution, they cannot propogute : man there» 
fore is hot and dry, woman cold and moiſt, he” is the 
agent, ſhe is the patient, or weaker veſſel, 
that ſhe ſhould be ſubject to the office of the man. It 
is neceſſary the woman ſhould be of a cold conſtituti- 
on, becauſe in her is required a redundancy of nature 
for the infant depending on her; for otherwiſe, if there 
were net a ſurplus of nouriſhment for the child, 


| than is convenient for the mother, then would the in, 


fant detract and weaken the principal parts of the me... 
ther, and like unto the viper, the . of the ins 
fant would be the deſtruttion of the parent. | 
The monthly purgations continue from the 15th 
year to the 46th or goth. Yet often there 5 — 
ſuppreſſion, which is either natural or morbifical, they 
2 . ry; breeding women, and ſuch. as 
® morbifica on fall into | 
method to be ſpoken of, meet ; * * 122 TT 
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© Of ibexetention of the Courſes, 


T ſuppreſſion of the terms is an interception of 
1 that; accuſtomary evacuation of. blood, which 
- every month ſhould come from the matrix, proceed- 

ang from the inſtrument or matter vitiated. The part 

affected is 1 99d, and that of itſelf or by conſent. 
©] Capſe. ] The cauſe of this ſuppreſſion is cither- ex - 
ternal or internal. The external cauſe may be beat 
or dryneſs of the ait, immoderate watching, great la- 
bour vehement motion, &c, whereby the matter is {a 
conſumed, that the body is exbauſted, that there is not 
a ſurplus remaining to be expelled, as is recorded of the 
Amazons, ho being active, and always in motion, had 
their fluktiops very litle, or not at all. Or it may be 
cauſed by cold, which is moſt frequent, making the 
blood vicious and groſs, .condenſing and binding up 


i * 4 


c 
% 
l : _ 
( 
+ 


= 


the paſſages that it anno: Yow forth. | 
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Ol the overflowing of the Coutſes. 


E learned fay, that by comparing contraries, 
1 uuch is made manifeſt. Having therefore ſpo- 
ken of the ſuppre ſſion of terms, order requites now 
that it ſnould inſiſt on the oveiflowing of them; an 
effect no leſs dangrrous than the former, and this im- 
moderate flux of the mouth is defined to be a languin- 
1Qus excriment proceeding from the womb, exceedin 

both in quantity and time. Firſt, It is ſajd to be ſan- 
gyinous, the matter of the flux being only blood, where. 
in it difters hom that which is commoniy. called rhe 
falſe courſes or Whites; of which I thall ſpeak hereaf- 
ter, Secondly it is ſaid to proceed hom the womb, 
or there are two wars by which the blcod flou s foith, 


the one is by the internal veins in che body of the 


DOOR Onagin: wi © 


_Halls, blows, violent motion, breaking ol the veins, &c. 
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womb. and this is properly called the montbly flax; 
the other is by thoſe veins which are terminated in the 
neck of the matrix: and this is called of Aeuius, the 
hemerrholds of the womb. - Laſtly, it is ſaid to exceed 
both in quantity and time, In quantity, fanh Hype- 
crates,: when they flow about eighteen ounces ; in ti 
when they flow above three days; but we take this 
for a certain character of their inordinate flowing. 
when the faculties of the body thereby are weakened. 
In bodies abounding with groſs humours, this immeder- 
ate flux ſometimes unburdens nature of her load, and 
ought not to be ſtaid without the counſef of a phy ſi- 
Clan. + cg 

Cauſe.) The cauſe of this affair, is imernaf or e- 
ternal, The internal caufe is threefold; In the mat» 
ter inſlrumenit or faculty, The matter which is the- 
blood, may be vicious two ways. Firſt, by the heat 
of conſtitution, climate, or ſeaſon, heating the bloed, 
whereby the paſſages are dilated, and the faculty weak. 
ened, that it cannor retain the blood, Secondly, by 


Of the Weeping of the Womb. | 


* 
o * = 


E weeping of the womb isa flux of blood, un- 
: natural, coming from thence by drops, after the 
manner ot tears, cauling violent pains in the fame, 
keeping neither period nor time. By ſome it is 16+ 
ferred unto the immoderate evacuation of the coarſe, 
yet they are diſtinguiſhed in the quantity and manner 
of overflowing, in that they flow copiouſly and free; 
This is continual though by little and little, and that 
with great pain and difficulty ; wherefore it is likened 
unto the ſtranguary. I 
The cauſe is in the faculty inſtrument, or matter. 
In the faculty, by being enfeebled that it cannot ex- 
pel the blood ; and the blood reſting there, makes this 
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ins won grow hard, ſtretches the veſſels and 
om whence proceeds the pain of the womb, in the in- 
firument, by 4 e narrownefſs of the paſſages. Laſtly 
It may be the matter of the blood, which may offend 
in to great a quantity, or zn:an evil quality, its being 
o you and thie k, that it cannot flow forth as it ought 
40 do, but by drops, The fign will beſt appear by the 
relation of the patient; Hereupon will iſſue pains in 
| the head, ſtomach, and back; with inflammations, ſut- 
Focations, and -excoriagions ef the matrix. If the 
Nrength of the patient will permit, firſt open a. vein in 
The arm, = the upper parts, and let her arms be cord. 
ed, that the force of the blood may be carried back. 
wards : Then apply ſuch things as may laxate and mol. 
Jifythe ſtrengthening of the womb, and affuage the 
4 of the blood; as cataplaſms made of brand, 
Jintleed, fenugreek, melilog, mailows mercury, and ar- 
tiplex: It the blood be vicious and groſs, add therets 
mugwort, calamiut, dictam, and betony ; and let her 
take ofVenice-treacle, the quantity of a nutmeg, the 
ſyrup of mugwort every morning, make an — 2 of 
the ecottions of mallows, mercury, lintſeed, ground. 
ſel, mugwort, fenugreek, with oil of ſweet almonds. 
Sometimes it is cauſed by wind, and then pblebo. 


tomy is to be omitted, and in the ſtead thereof, take ſyr. 


up of fevertew one ounce; honey, roſes, ſyrup of roſes 


ſyrup of flachut, of each half an ounge. Water of ea. 


lamint, wngwort, betony, hyſſop, of each one ounce ; 


make a julep, if the pain continues, take this purgation. 


Take ſpec, bierae, one dran;, diacatholicon halt an 
ounce ; ſyrup of roſes, laxative one ounce ; with the 
decodtion 4 mugwort, and the four cordial flowers 
make a potion. If it comes through the weaknels of 
the faculty, let that be corroborated, If through t 

roſſneſs and ſharpneſs ot the blood, let the quality 
it be altered, as I have ſhe wn in the foregoing chapter, 
Laftly, if the excrement of the guts be retained, prov 


them by glyſler of the decottions of cammongile, bee 
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ony ſeverlew, mallows, lntſeed, janiper-berries corny 
nonsſeed, anniſeed, melilot, adding thereto of diaca · 


half, The patient muſt abſtain from ſalt, ſharp ang 
indy meats, : 1 * | a 


Of the falſe Courſes, ot Whites. 


ROM the womb proceeds not only menfiruous 
blood, but accidenially many other excremenis, 
bieb by the ancients are comprehended under the t- 
tle of robus gunakios ; which is a diſtillation of a va- 
iety of corrupt humours through the womb, flowing 


neither courſe nor colour, but varying in both. 

Cauſe.] The cauſe is either ptomiſcuouſly in the 
whole body, by a cacochimia, or weakneſs of the fame, 
or in ſome of the parts; as in the liver, which, by 
the inability of the ſanguificative faculty, cauſeth a gen. 
eration of corrupt blood; and then the mattet is reds 
diſh : ſometimes the gall being {liggiſh in its office, 
not drawing away thoſe cholerick ſuperfluities ingen» 
dered in the liver; and the matter-1s yellowiſh ſomes» 
times in the ſpleen, not deficiating and cleanſing the 


blood of the dregs and excrementitious parts, And 


then the matter flowing ſorth is blackiſh; it may alſs 


come from the cattarhs in the head, or from any other 
h putrified or corrupted member: but if the mattor of the 


gun be white, the cauſe is either in the Romach or 
reins. Ta the ſtomach by a phlegmatidal and erude 
matter there, contracted and variated, through grief, 
melancholy, and other diſtempers; for — if 
the matter were only petnical, crude, flegm, and no 
ways corrupt, being taken into the liver, it might 


be eonverted into blood; for flegm in the ventricte . 


83 . 


holicon, half an ounce ;: hiera picra, two drams ; hos 
aey, oil, of each one ounce ; ſalt-nitre, a dram and a 


from the whole body, or part of the ſame, keeping 


© 


is called nouriſhment half digeſted ; but being cor» 


rupt, though ſent into the liver, yet ii cannot be turd». 


ed inte nutriment; for"the ſecond decoftion cannihree day: 
cortett that which the firſt hath corrupted; and there ad ſhe te. 
— the liver ſends it to the womb, which can neiihltms ©9 Þ 
er digeſt nor repel! it, and ſo it is veided out wii writetl 


ſame: colour it had in the ventricle. The cauſe an vitrl 
alſo may be in the reine, being overheated ; Wher en as d 
by the ſpermatical matter, by reaſon of its thinneſfen chan 
flows forth, The external cauſes muy be moiſtneſt geen 1 
of the air, eating of corrupt meats, anger, grief, flotbM® inciſiot 
luluneſs, immoderate fleeping, coſtiveneſs in the body lamgur,1 
Ihe ſigns are exturbation of the body, ſhortneſs ani dmiratio: 
head, ſwelling of the eyes and feet, and melancholy,il-* _ 
humidity flows from the womb, of divers colours, be fut 
red, black, green, yellow, and white. It differs fron ha yok > 
the flowing and overflowing of the cow ſes, in tha . 
it keeps no certain period, and is of many colours 1 — 


all which do generate from blood. 

Of de ſuffocation'of the Mother, 
TPHIS eded, which, if-Gmply conſidered; is noth 
ing but the cauſe of an effeR, is called in Eng. 


liſh, the fuffocation of the mother, not becauſe the 
womb is ftrangled, but for that it cauſeth the womb 
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to be choaked. It is a retrattion of the womb. rds = 
the midriff and ſtomach; which refferir-and — A — A 


up the ſame, that the inſtrumental cauſe of reſpiration, Y 


the midriff is ſuffocated; and conſeming with the A — 1 
brain, cauſing the animating} faculty, the efficient — 


cauſe of reſpiration alſo to be intercepted, where the , hich in 
body being refrigerated; and the action depraved, ſhe * 


falls to the ground as one being dead. — 
la theſe byſterical paſſions! ſome continue longer, be, uu 
ſome ſhorter. + Rabbi Moſes writes of ſome, who lay W...che: 


n the paroxyſm of the fit for days. Rufus make 
mention of one, Who continued in the ſame paſſion iey. 
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bree days and three nights; and at the three days 
ad ſhe revived. That we may learn by other men's. 
acms to beware, I will tell you an example: Paroe- 
us writeth of a woman in Spain, vhs ſuddenly fell in- 
> an uterine ſuffocation, and appeared to men's Judge 
nent as dead ; her friends wondering at this ber ſud - 
en change, for their better ſatisfaQtion, ſent for 
rgeon tv have her dilſefted ; who beginning'to make 
p inciſion, the woman began io move, and with great 
lamout returned io berſelt again, to the horror and 
dmiration ot all the . nn „ 524 BYE AG 42 
To che end that you may diſtiozuifh the living from 
be dead, the angients- preſcribe three experiments ; 
be ſir ſt is ta lay a high feather to the mouth, and hy 
u motion you may judge whether the patient be live 
ng or dead. Lhe ſecond is, to place a glaſs of water 
n the breaſt, aud if you perceive it to move. it he- 
akeneth life. The third is, to hold a pure looking - 
laſs to the mouth and noſe; and if the gtaſs appears 
ick, with a little dew upon it, it betokeneth life. 
nd theſe three experiments ate good, yet with this” 
aution, that yau ought not to depend upon them too 
nuch; for though che feather ard the water do not 
nave, and the glaſs continue pute and clear, yet it is © 
ot a necefary conſequence that ſhe-is deſtitute of liſe. 
or the motion of the lungs, by which the refpiration” 
s. made, may be taken away that ſhe chnnot breathe, 
. - es the internal uanſpiration of the heat may remain; 


— hich is not manifeſt by the motion of the bteuſt or © 
zem ungs, but lie occult in the heart and inward arteries : , 
the amples wbereof ve have in the fly and fwallowr, 


hich in the cold winter, to occular aſpe ſeem dead, 
nanimate, and breathe not at all; yet thev live by the 
? ranſpiration of that heat which is reſetved in the heart 
8 nd inward arteries ; therefore when the ſummer ap- 
37 {roacheth, the internal heat being tevocated to the but · 
ard parts, they are then revived out of their fleepy ex · 
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Thoſe women therefore who ſeem to die ſuddenly, 
aod upon no evident cauſe, let them not be committ, 
ed unto the earth until the end of three days, left the 
living be buried lor the dead. | 


| Ofdeſcending or falling of the Mother. 


1 falling down of the womb is a relaxation of 
the ligatures, whereby the matrix is carried back. 
ward, and in ſome hangs out in the bigneſs of an egg; 
of this there are two kinds diſtinguiſhed by the defcend- 
ing and precipitation. The deſcending of the womb 
is, when it ſinks down to the entrance of the privities, 
and appears to the eye either not at all, or very little, 
The precipitation is, when the womb like a purſe in 
turned infide outward, and hangs beiwixt the thighs in 


igneſs of a cupping-glaſs, 

Cauſe. ] The 2. is external or internal; the ex- 

nal cauſe is difficult child birth, violent pulling + 
way ol the ſecundine, raſhneſs and inexperience in 
drawing away the child, violent coughing, ſneeziriy, 
falls, blows, and carrying heavy burden: The inter. 
nal cauſe in general is over-much bumidity flowing in- 
do theſe parts, hindering the operations of the womb, 

whereby the ligaments by which the womb is ſuppoit- 
6d is relaxed, | 
The cauſe in 


cular ia referredto be in the reten- 


tion of ihe ſeed, or in the ſuppreſhon ol the monthly 1 eck 


courſes. | . 
Signs.] The arte, gut, and bladder, oftemimes are 
fo cruſhed, that the paſſage of both the excrements 
are hindred ; if the —— — forth white and thick, 
3nd the midriff is moleſted, the loins are grieved, and 
privities pained, and the womb ſmaks down to the pri- 
vate parts; or elſe comes clean out. 
Prognoſlicks.] This gi iet poſſeſſing an old woman, 
is cured with great difficulty ; becauſe it weakens. the 
faculties of the womb, aud therefore though it be re, 
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diced into its proper place, yet upon every lutle ill- 
neſs or in dilpelidsg 1 is ſubjett to return and fo it 
alſo is with the younger ſort, if the diſeale be inveter- 
ne, It it be cauſed by a pub iſaction in the nerves, it 
is incutable. N eee eee 

Cure: ] The womb being naturally placed between 
the ſlraii gut and the bladder, and now fallen down, 
ought not to be put up again, until the faculty both 
of the gut and tbe bladder be flicred up; nature being 
unloaded of her burden, let the woman be laid on her 
back in ſuch ſort, that her legs may be higher than her 
head ; let her feet be drawn. up to her hinder parts, 
with her knees ſpread abroad: then mollify the ſwell- 

ning with oil ot likes and ſweet almonds, or with tha 
is in decoction of mallows, beets, tenugreck, and lintſeed : 
when the inflammation is diſſipated, let the midwife. 
ex. anoint ber hand with oil of maſtick, and reduce the 
g + womb into its place. The matrix being up, the fitu- 
e ia ation of the patient muſt be changed, let her legs be 
ing, W put out at length, aud laid together ; fix cupping glaſſ- 
ter. es to her hits and navel; boi! mugwort, feverfew, 
in. red roſes and comtrey in red wiae 5 make ſuffumiga- 
mb, tions for the matrix, and move ſweet odours to her 
ort: noſe ; and at her coming out of the bath, give her ot 
ſyrup of feverfew one ounce, with a dram of mithti- 
te. Take laudani, maſtic, of each three drams; make 
plaiſter of it for the navel; then make peſſaries of 
atoetida, ſaffron, comfrey, and maſlic, adding there- 
to a little caſtar, | P 

The Practice of Parius in this caſe, was to make 
them only of cork, in figure like a little egg, covering 
hem over with wax and maſtic diſſolved together, faſt. 
ening it io a thread,, and fo put it into the womb, 

The preſent danger being now taken away, and the 
an, WW matrix ſeated in the natural abode, the remote .cauſe 
the W mult be removed; if the body be plethoric, open a 
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vein; prepare with ſyrup of betony, calamint, by op 


and feverfew, Purge with pil. hierac, agaric; pil. de 
colocin. If the ſtomach be oppreſt with erudities, un- 
burden it by vomiting, ſudorifical decoctions of ligs 
num fanftum, and faſſatras taken twenty days together ; 
dry up the ſuperfluoys moiſture, and conſequently ſup- 
preſs the cauſe of the diſeaſe. Coda on 
Let the air be hot and dry, your diet hot and atte- 


_  nwating ; abſtain from dancing, leaping, ſqueezing, and 
from all motion both of pody and mind, eat ſparingly, 
drink not much, ſleep moderately. | 


Of the Inflammation of the Womb, | 


1 blegom, or inflammation of the matrix, is 
an humour poſfeſſing the whole wemb, accom. 
panied with unnatural heat, by obſtruction and gather- 
ing together of corrupt blood. 2 
Cauſe.] The caufe of this effet is ſuppreſſion ol the 
menſes, repletion of the whele body, immoderate uſe 
of Venus, too often handling the ' genitals; difficult 


Child birth, vehement agiration of the body, falfs, 


blows; to which alſo may be added, the uſe of —4 
peſſaries. whereby, not ſeldom the womb is inflamed, 
cupping-glaſſes alſo faſtened to the pubis and hype- 
galtrium, draw the humours from the womb, _ 


Ot the Schirroſity or hardnefs of the Womb. 


()* pelegmon neglected or not perſectly cured, is 


generated a ſchitrus of the matrix: which is a 
hard unnaturzl {welling, inſenſibly hindering the oper- 


' ations of the womb, and difpoſing the whole body to 


fothfulnels.. 2 Na 
Cauſe.] One cauſe of this diſeaſe may be alcabed 


to want of judgment in the phyſician : as map pf 


ricks adminiſtering to an inflammation of the nb, 


I do overmuch refrigerate and affrige the bumonrythas 
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| | W. 
it can neither paſs forward nor backward ; hence the. 
ma'ter being condenſed, degenerates into 4 lapidious 
hard ſubſtance. Other * may be luppreſſion ot 
the menſtruous retention of the lochia, commonly call- 
ed the alter-purgins, eating of corrupt meats, as in the 
diſerdinate longing ealled pica, to which breeding wo 
men are ſo often ſabject. It may proceed allo tom 
ebſtruQions and ulcers in the matrix, or from evil ef. 
fefts in the liver and ſpleen, - : ye, 


Of the Dropſy of the Womb. ' 
"THE uterine dropſy is an unnatural ſwelling, ele- 
L vated by the gathering together of wind or flegm, 
in the cavity, membranes or ſubſtance of the womb, 
by reaſon of the debility of the native heat and aliment 
received, and fo it turns into an excrement, " 
The cauſes are overmuch cold or moiſtheſs of the 
melt and liver, immoderate drinking, catiag of ciude 
meat : all which cauſing a repletion, do ſuffocate th 
natural heat. It may be cauſed likewiſe by the overs 
flowing of the courſes, or any other immederate eva- 
cuation. . To theſe may be added abortives, phleg mens 
and ſchirroſities of the womb, "MIT OT 


Ol Moles and falſe. Conceptions 
HIS diſeaſe is called by the Greeks, Male: and: 


the cauſe of this denomination is taken from the. 
load or heavy weight of it, it being a mole, or great 
lump ol hard flelh burdening the womb, * 2 

It is defined to be an 4narticulate piece of fleſh, wich- 
out form, begotten in the matrix, as if it were a true 
cenception. In which definition we are to note two 


things. Firſt in that a mole is ſaid to be inarticulate, 


azad without form: it differs from monſters, which arc 


both for mate and articulate. Secondly, it is ſaid to be 
2s it were a (rue conception, which puts a difference. - 
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between a true conception and a mole ; which differ- 
ence holds good three ways: 1ſt, in the genius, in that 


7. mole cannot be faid to be an animal. | adly, In the 


Ipecies, bacguſe it hath no human bgure, and beais' not 
the charakter of a man. gdly, In the individuum, 
for it hath no affinity with the parent, either in the 
whole body or any particular part of rhe ſame. 

.Cauſe.] About the cauſe of this effett, amongt 
learned authors I find variety of judgments. Some 


are of opinion, That if the womar!'s. ſeed goes into 


the womb, and not the man's, thereby is the mole pro- 
duced. Others there be that affirm, it is engendered 
of the menſtruous blood. But if theſe two were grant- 
ed, then maids by having their courſes, or through 
notluinal pollutions, might be ſubjeft to the ſame, 
vever yet any were. 'The cauſe of this fleſhy mole, 
proceeds both from the man and from the woman; 


om corrupt and barren ſeed in man, and from the 
menſlruops blood in the woman, both emitted togeth- 


er in the cavity of the womb, where nature finding 
heiſe if weak, yet defiring to maintain the perpetuity 


+ of her ſpecies, labours to bring forth a vicious concep- 
tion, rather than none: and {o 


inſtead of a living crea- 
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ture, generates a lump of fleſh, 
Of the Signs of Conception, 


GNORANCE makes women become, :nurderers of 
1 the fruit ef their own bodies, many having con- 
ceived, and thereupon finding themſelves out of order, 
and not knowing rightly the cauſe, do either run to 
the ſhop ot their own conceit, and take what they 
think fit, or elſe (as the cuſtom is) they ſend to the 
phyſician for a cute ; and he not percei\ ing the cauſe, 


ot their grief, leeling that no certain judgment can be 
given by the urine, preſcribes what he thinks beſt, per- 


haps ſome Rrong diuretie or catha tic potion, whereby 


de conception 15 deflroyed, Wherefore Hippocrates 
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ſays, There is a neceſfity that women ſhould be 19- 
fructed in the knowledge of conception, that the pa- 
rent as well as che child might be ſaved from danger. 
I will therefore give you ſome inflru@ions,” by whi 
every one may know whether ſhe be with child or not, 
The ſigns of conception ſhall be t-ken from the wo- 
man, From the uiine, from the infant, and from ex- 
periment. i : | 
Signs taken ſrom the woman are theſe: The fist 
day after the conception ſhe feels a light quivering or 
chillneſs running through the whole body; a tickl: 
in the womb, a little pain in the lower K of the 
belly. Ten or twelve days after the head is affefied 
„ih giddineſs, the eyes with dimneſs of fight : then 
follow red pimples in the face, with a blue circle about 
the eyes, the breaſts ſwell and grow hard with fome 
pain and pricking in them, the belly ſoon ſinketh, and 
ziſeth again by degrees, with a hardneſs about the na- 
vel. The tipples of the breaſt grow red, the heart 
beats inordinately, the natural appetite is dejefted; yet 
ſhe hath a longing defire after ſtrange meats; the neck 
of the womb is retracted, that it can hardly be felt with 
the finger being put up; and this is an jofallible ſign. 
She is ſuddenly merry, and as ſoon melancholy ; the 
monthly courſes are ſtayed, without any evident cavſe, 
the excrements of the guts are unaccuſtomedly retain- 
ed by the womb preſſing the great guts, and her deſire 


io Venus is abated. 


The jureft ſign is taken from the infant, which be- 
gins to move in the womb the Third or fcurth month: 
and that not in the manrer of a male, from one fide to 
another, ruſhing like a ſtcne, bat ſo folily as may be 
perceived by applying the hand hot upon the belly. 

Signs taken from the urine.] The bef} writers do 
aſfirm, that the urine of a women with child is white, 
and hath little mites, like thoſe in the Tun»beams, aſcend. 
ing and deſcending in i, a cloud ſwimming aloft, cf an 
opal colour, the lediments being divided by; ſhaking 6f 

{< , penn. 
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. 
the urine, appears like carded: wool. In the middle of 
/ her time the urine turneth yellow, next ted and laſtly 
black, with a red cloud, 


Signs taken from. experience) At night, goirg ts 


bed, let her drink water and honey; atie: werds it the 
ſelt a beating pain in her belly, and about her navel ſhe 
hath conceived. Or let her take the juice of carduus, 
and if ſhe vomiteth it up, it is a, ſign of concep ion. 
Caſt a clean needle into a woman's urine, put it in a 
baſon, let it ſtand all night, und in he morning if it be 
coloured with red fpors, ſhe hath conceived, but il black 
or Tully, ſhe hath not. 52 
Signs taken from the ſex to ſhew whether it be male 
or ſemale. | Being with child of a male, the right breaſt 
ſwolls firſt, the right eye is more lively than the teſt, 
her face well coloured, becauſe ſuch as the blood 1s 
the colour; and the mail is conceived, but it they be 
white, a female. Put the woman's urine which is with 
child into a glaſs bottle, let it ſtand clole ſtopped three 
days, then ſtrain it through a fine cloth, and you ſhall 
find little living-creatures, If they be red, it is a malt 
il white, it is a female. "0 
To conclude, the moſt certain Ggn to give credit une 
is the motion of the infant ; for the male moves in the 
third month, and the female in the fourth. 


Oi Untimely Births. 


HEN the fruit of the womb comes forth before 

the ſeventh month, (that is, before it comes ol 
maturity) it is ſaid to be abortive, and in eſſect the chil- 
dren prove abortive (In in not to hve) it it be born in 
the eighth month. And why children born in the fe 
venth or ninth month, may tive, and not in the eighth 
month may ſeem flrange, yet it is true. The cauſe there 
of, by. ſome is aſcribed unio the planet under which ih 
child is bory, For Every month from the concepuiot 
to the birth, is governed by its proper planet. Andd it 
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e of ihe eigth month Saturn doth predominate, which is cold 
altly Nand dry; and coldneſs being an utter enemy to life, des. 

ſtroys the nature of the child. Hippocrates gives 4 
te better reaſon, viz. The infant being every way perfect 
lhe Hand compleat in the ſeventh month, deſires more 21 
the and nutriment than it had before; and becauſe ut can- 
uus, Inot obtain theſe, it labours for 'a paſſage to go out; 
ion. Wand if its ſpirits become weak and faint, and have not 
in arengik ſufficient to break the membraney and come' 
t be Forth, as is decreed by nature, that it ſhould continue in 
lack Whe womb till the ninth month, and in that time its 
wearied spirits might again be ſtrengthened and re- 
freſhed ; but if it tetu ns to ſtrive againſt the eighth 
month, and be born i/ cannot live, becauſe the day of 
its birth is either paſt or to come, For in the eighth 
month (ſaith Aven) he is weak and infirm; and chere - 
y beWtore then being caſt into the cold air, bis ſpirits cannot 


with Wbe ſupported. | 

hreefl Cure.) Untimely births may be cauſed by cold, for 
{ball Mas it maketh the fruit of the tree to wither and to fall 
nale, down before it be ripe, ſo doth it nip the fruit of the 


womb before it comes 7o full perfection, and makes if t 
be abortive; ſometimes by humidity, weakening the 
faculty that the fruit cannot be reſtrained till the due 
time, By dryneſs or emptineſs, defrauding the child 
of its nouriſhment, By one of theſe alcine fluxes, by 
phlebotoamy, and other evacuations; by inflammation: 
of the womb, and other ſharp diſeaſes, Sometimes if 
is cauſed by joy, laughter anger, and eſpecially fear; 
for in that the hea/ forſakes the womb, and runs to the 
IAbeart for help there, and fo the cold ftrikes in the ma- 
trix, whereby the ligaments are relaxed, and fo abortion 
tollows; wherefore Plato, in his time, commanded 
What the woman ſhould ſhun all temptations of immed- 
erate joy and pleaſure, and likewiſe avoid all occaſions 
h theo fear and grief. Abortion alſo may be cauſed by the 
Miet corruption of che ai, by filthy odeurs, and eſpeci- 
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ally by the ſmell ef a fauff, of z candle; alſo by falls 
blows, violent exerciſe, leaping, dancing, &c. 
Signs) Signs ol future abortion are exfenuation of 
breaſts, with, a flux of \wafery milk; pain im the 
womb,. heavineſs in the head, unuſual wearineſs in the 
hips and chigbe, flowing of the courſes.” Signs jore. 
telling the fruit to be dead in the womb, are hollow- 
neſs in the ges, pain in the head, anguiſh, horrors, 
paleneſs of the face and lips, guawing of the ſtomach, 
no motion of the infant, coldneſs and Jlooſeneſs of the 
mouth of the womb, and thickneſs of the belly, was a: 
hove is fallen down, watry and bloody excrements come 
Hom the matrix, © | 


| | 


: 


ireRions/for Breeding Wemen. 


: ff Kc prevention of uetimely births con ſiſt in taking 
1 way the ſore- mentioned cauſes, which muſt be 
effected betore and aſter the conception. 
Before e the body be over hot, cold dry 
or moiſt, correct it with the c ont raries; if cacochimi. 
cal; purge it: it plethotical, open the liver vein: it too 
groſs, extenume it: All diſeaſes of the womb muſt be 
Temoved, as I have ſhewed. | | 

- After concept ion let che air bertemperaze; ſleep nd! 
ovet much, avoid watching; exercife of body, paſſtone 
of the mind, loud clamours zud filebhy ſmells ; ſweet 
odgurs alle are to be rejefted of thoſe that are hyfleri - 
cal. Abſtain from all things which provoke either he 
urine or the courſes; alſo from ſalt, ſharp and windy 
meats ;- a moderate diet ſhould be obſerved, 
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Direftions to be obſerved by Women at the time of 
their falling in Labour, in order to their fate delivery 
with direflions for Midwives. 


J r given neceſſary directions for child- 


bearing women, how to govern themſelves, dur- 


ing the ume of their pregnaney, I ſhall add what 1s 


neceſſary lor them to obſerve, in order to their delive- 
ry. 

The time of birth drawing near, be ſure let ihe wo- 
man ſend for a {kilful midwife, and that rather too 
ſoon than too late; and againſt which time, let her 
prepare a pailet, bed, or couch, and place it near the 
me, that the midwite and her aſſiſtants may paſs round, 
and help on every fide, as occaſion requires, having a 
change of linen ready, and a ſmall {tool to reſt her feet 
againſt, ſhe having more force when they are Dowed, 
than when they are otherwiſe, 

Having thus provided, when the woman feels her 
pain come, and the weather not cold, let her walk a- 
bout the room, reſling herſelt by turns upon the bed, 
and ſo expect the coming down of her water, which is 
one of (he outward membranes, aud flows thence when 
it is broke by the ſtrugyling of the child, there being 
no ditect time fixed for the eſſiux, though generally it 
flows not above, two hours betore the birth; motion 
will likewiſe cauſe the womb to open and dile elf, 
when being long in bed will be uneaſy. Yet it ſhe be 
veiy weak, ſhe may take ſome gentle cordial to refreſh 
herſelf, if her pain will permit. | 

It her travail be tedious, ſhe may revive her ſpirits 
with taking chicken orjmuiton broth, or ſhe may take 
a porched egg. but mult take heed of eating to exceſs, 

As tor the poſtures women are delivered in, they 
are many ſome laying in their beds, ſome fitting in a 
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chair, ſupported and held by others, cr reſting upon 
the bed or chair; ſome again upon their knees, being 
ſupported upon their arms ; but the moſt ſate and com. 
modious way is in bed, and the midwiſe ought to mind 
the following rules. Let her lay the woman upon her 
back, her head a little raiſed by the help of a piliow, 
having the like help to ſupport her reins and buttocks, 
and that her rump may ly high, tor if ſhe lies low the 
cannot be well delivered. Then let her keep her knees 
and thighs as far diſtant as ſhe. can, her legs bowed to- 
gether io her buttocks, the ſoals of her feet and heels be- 
ing fixed upon a little log of timber for that purpoſe, 
that ſhe may ſtrain the tronger; and in caſe her back 
be very weak, a ſwathing band muſt be caſt under it, 
the band being four times double, and about two ich- 
es broad ; and this muſt be held by two perſons, who 
with {teady hand and equal motion, muſt raiſe her up 
at the time her pains happen; and it they be not exe 
in their motion, it is better to Þt it alone. And at the 
ſame time, let two women hold her ſhoulders, that ſhe 
may then ſtrain out the birth with more advantage: 
and then to facilitate it, let a woman ſtroak or prels the 
upper part of her belly gently aud by degices. Nor 
muſt the woman herſelf be faint hearied, but ot good 
courage, torcing herſelf by ſtraining and holding. her 
brenn. | | * 
In Caſe of Extiemity, what ought to be obſerved ; eſ- 
pecially to Women, who, in their travail, are attend» 
end with a flux of blood, convulſions, and fits of che 
wind, | 


F the woman's labour be hard and dificult, greater 
regrrd muſt be hed then, chan at any other times. 
And firſt of all, the fituation'of- the womb and poſlare 
of lying muſt be acroſs the bed, being held by ſtrong 
perſons, to prevent her flipping down or moying het- 


lelt iu the operation of the chirargeon j her thighs muſt 
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be put aſunder, as far diſtant as may be, and ſo Held; 
whilit her head muſt lean upon a bolfler, and the 
reins of her back be ſupported alter the ſame manner, 
her rump and buttocks being lifted up, oblerving to 
cover her ſtomach, belly and thighs with warm liuuen, 
to keep them trom the cold, | 

The woman being in this poſſure, let the operator 
put up his hand, if he find che neck of the womb 
dilated, and remove the contraded blood, that ob- 
ſtrukts the patſage of the birth : and having by de- 
grees gently made way, let him tenderly move the 
infant, his hand being firſt anointed with ſweet but- 
ter or harmleſs pomatum. And if the waters be not 
come down, then without difficulty may they be let 
forth : when, it the infant ſhould attempt to break 
out with its head foremoſt, or croſs, he may gently 
turn it to find the feet ; which having done, let him 
draw forth the one, and faſten it to a ribbon, then put 
it up sgain, and by degrees find the other, bringing 
them as cloſe and even as may be, and between whiles, 
let the woman breathe, urging her to ſtrain in helping 
nature to perſect the birth, that he may draw it forth; 
and the readier to do it, thet his hold may be the for- 
er, he muſt wrap a linen cloth about the child's thighs, 
obſerving to bring it into the wo.ld with its face down- 
wards, - 
In caſe of a flux of blood, if the neck of the womb 
be open, it muſt be conſidered whether the infant or 
ſecundine comes ſiiſt, which the latter ſometimes hap- 
pening to do, flops the mouth of the womb, and hin- 
ers the birth; endangeripg both the woman and 
hild ; but in this caſe the ſecundines muſt be remov- 
d by a ſwiſt turn; and indeed they have by their ſo 
doming down deceived many, who ſeeling their ſoft 
eſs, ſuppoſed the womb was not dilated,” and by this 

eans the woman and child, or at leaſt the latter has 
deen loft, The ſecundines moved, the child muſt be 
ovpht ler, and drawn torth, as has been ditetted: and 
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68 
if in ſuch a caſe the woman or child die, the midwile 
or ſurgeon is blameleſs, becauſe they did their true en- 
deavour. 

If it appears upon inquiry, that the ſecundines come 
firſt, let the woman be delivered with all convenient 
expedition, becauſe a grear flux of blood will follow; 
for the veins are opened, and upon this account two 
things are io be conſidered, 

Firſt, the manner of the ſecundines advancing, 
whether it be much or little; if the former, and the 
head of the child appear firſt, it may be guided and 
direfted towards the neck of the womb, as in the 
caſe of natural birth; but if there eppear any diffi» 
culty in the delivery, the beſt Way is to ſearch lor 
the feet, and thereby draw it forth: but it the lat 
ter, the ſecundine may be put back with a genile 
band, and the child firſt taken forth. 

But if the ſecundine be far advanced, fo that - it can- 


not be put back, and the child follow it cloſe, then are 


the lecundines to be taken forth wich much care, as 
ſwiſt as may be, and laid eaſy without cutting the en- 
trail that is faſlened to them; for thereby you may 
be guided tothe infant, which, whether alive or dead, 


mult be drawn forth by the feet in all haſte : thouth 


it ie not to be afted unleſs in caſe of any great necefis 
QA fer in other caſes the ſecundines ought to come 
laſt, 

And in drawing forth a dead child, let theſe direc. 
tions be carefully obſerved by the ſurgeon, viz. It the 
child be ſound dead, its head foremoſt, the dehvery 
will be more difficult, for it is an apparent fign th 
woman's ſtiengih begins te fail her, and that the child 
being dead, and wanting its natural force, can be nc 
ways aſſifling io its delivery, wherefore tae moſt cer 
tain and ſafe way fer the ſurgcen, is to put up hi 
left hand, fliding it as hollow in the palm as he can 
into the neck of the womb, and into the lower pI 
thereot towards the leet, and then between the head 
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the infant and the neck of the matrix, when having a 
hook in the right hand, couch it cloſe, and flip it up a- 
bove the left hand, between the head of the child and 
the flat of the band, fixing it in the bars of the temple. 
towards the eye; for want of a convenient coming at 
theſe in the occipucal bonet obſerve ſill to keep the 
left hand in its place, and with it gently moving and 
ſtirring the head, and ſo with the right hand and hook 
draw the child forward, admoniſhing the woman to put 
forth her utmoſt ſtrength, fill drawing when the wo- 
man's j*.1g's are upon her; the head being drawn out, 
with a'l ſpeed be maſt {lip his hand up uader the arm» 
holes of the child, and take it quite out: giving theſe 
things to the woman, viz. A toaſt of fine wheaten 
bread in a quarter of a pint of Ipocras wine. 

Now the former application failing, when a woman 
18 in her bed, let heggreceive the following portion hot, 
and reſt till ſhe fells the operation. 

Take ſeven blue figs, cut them to pieces, add to them 
fenugreck, motherwort and ſeed of rue, of each five 
drams; water of pennyroyal, ard motherwort, of each. 
ſix ounces ; boil them till one halt be conſumed, and 
having ſtrained them again, add trochiſks of myrr one. 
dram, and ſaffron three grains: ſweeten the liquor 


with loaf-ſugar, and ſpice it with cinnamon. 


Having reſted upon this, let ber labour again as 
much as may be, and if ſhe be nor ſucceſſtul, make a 
tumigation of cailor, apopanax, ſulphur, and aſſafoe- 
tida, of each half a dram ; beating them into powder, 
and wetting them with the juice of rue, ſo that the 
ſmoke or tume may only come to the matrix and no 
ſurther, 

If theſe effect not your defire, then this plaiſter is 
pow to be applied, viz. Take ot galbanum an ounce 
and a half: cclocynteis without grains two drams ; the 
juice of motherwort and tue, of each half an ounce, add 
ſeven ounces of virgin bees. wax, bruiſe and melt them 
together, ſpreading them on a ſcearclotb, to reach 


- 


70 
from the navel to the Os Pubis, ſpreading alſo to the 
Flanks, at the ſame time making a convenient pellary 
ot wood, cloſing it in a bag of (ilk, and dipping it in 
a decoction of round birthwood, ſavin, 'colocynthia 
with grains: ſtaveſearce, black hellebore, of each ohe 
dram, &c. and. a little ſprig of rue, ; 

But theſe things not having the deſire ſucceſs, and 
the woman's danger ſlill encteaſing, let the ſurgeon 
uſe bis inſtruments to dilate and wider the womb ; to 

which end the woman muſtbe ſet in a chair, ſo that 
ſhe may turn her crupper as much from its back as 
15 convenient, drawing likewiſe her legs up as cloſe as 
the can, ſpreading her thighs as wide as may be ; or if 
ihe be very weak, it may be more convenient that ſhe 
be laid on the bed with her head downwards, and ber 
buttocks raiſed, end both legs drawn up as much as may 
be; at that time the ſurgeon with his ſpeculum ma- 
tricis, or his apertory may dilate the womb, and draw 
out the child and ſecundines together, it it be poſh- 
ble; the which being done, the womb muſt be well 
walhed and anointed, and the woman laid in her bed, 
and fo comforted with ſpices and cordial, This courſe 
muſt be taken in the delivery of all dead children. 
Likewiſe with moles, ſecundines, and falſe births, that 
will not of themſelves come forth in ſeaſon: or it the 
inſtrument aforeſaid will not ſuffieienily widen the 


womb, then other joftruments, as drake's bill, and long 


pinchers ought to be uſed. 

If it fo happen that any inflammation, ſwelling, or 
congealed blood be contrafted in the matrix, under the 
Sim of thoſe tumours, either before or after the birth, 
where the matter appears thinner, then let the midwife 
with a pen knife, or inciſion infirume: t launce it, and 
preſs out the corruption, healing it with peſſaty dipped 
in oil of red roſes. | X 

It at any time threugh cold, or ſome -violznce, the 
child happens to be ſwelled in any part, or bath con- 
tracted a watry humour ; it it remain alive, ſuch means 
mult be uſed as are leaſt injurious to the child or mo. 
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ther : but if it be dead, that humour muſt be let out by 
inciſion io facilitate the birth. | 

If, as it often happens, that the child comes with its 
feet foremoſt, and the hands dilating themtelves from 
the hips : in ſuch caſes the midwife muſt be provided 
with neceſſary inſtruments to ftroak and anoint the in- 
{ant with, to help its coming forth, leſt it turn again 
into the womb, holding at the ſame time both the arms 
of the infant cloſe to the hips, that fo it may iſſue forth 
after its waaner, but if it proves tooſbig, the womb muſt 
be well anointed. The woman mult alſo take ſocex- 
ing powder to make her ſtrain : thoſe who attend may 
gently ſtroak her belly, to make the birth deſcend, and 
keep the birth from retiring back. | 

nd ſometimes it falls out, that the child coming 

with che teet foremoſt, has its arms extended above its 
head; but the midwite muſt not receive it fo, but put 
it backuto the womb, unleſs the paſſages be exttaor- 
dinaty wide, and then ſhe muſt anoint both the child 
and the womb, nor is it fake to draw it forth, which 
muſt be done after this manner : The woman muſt be 
laid on ber. back, with her head depreſſed, and herbut- 
tocks raiſed ; and then the midwiſe, witha gentle hand, 
muſt comprels the belly of the woman towards the mid- 
wite, by that means to put back the infant, obſerve to 
turn the face of the child towards the back of its mo- 
ther, railing up its thighs and buttecks towards her na- 
vel, that fo the birth may be' more natural. 
, It a child happens to come forth with one foot, the 
arm being extended along the (ide, and the other foot 
turned backward, then muſt che woman be inſtenily 
brought to her bed, and laid in the poſture above de. 
ſcribed at which time the midwife muſt carefully put 
back the foot ſo appearing, and the woman rocking her- 
lelf from one ſide to the other till ſhe find the child is 
turned, but muſt not alter the poſture, nor turn ußon 
her face. After which ſhe may expect her pains, and 
maſt have great aſſiſtance and cordials to revive end 
to upport her ſpiiiis. l 
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FAMILY PHYSICIAN: 


CHOICE AND APPROVED REMEDIES, 


Several Diſtempers incident to Human Bodies. 


For Apepleay. 


TAKE; man's ſkull prepared, powder of the roots 


of male peony, of each an ounce and a half; con- 
trayerva, baſtard ditfany, angelica, zedoary ; of each 
two dtams, mix and make à powder: add thereto two 
ounces of candied orange and lemon- peel, beat all to- 


gether to a powder, whereol you may take hall a dram, 


or a dram. 
A powder for the Epilepſy or Falling Sickneſs. 


Take of ay 0 crude antimony, dragoon's blood, 
caſtor, peony-ſeeds, of each an equal quantit - make 
a ſubtle powder, the doſe trom balt a dram in black 
cherry water. Before you take it, the tomach mult 


be cleanſed with fome proper vomit, as that of Myn-' 


ſicht's emetic tartar, from four gains to ſix ; if for 
children, ſalt of vitrol, from a ſcruple to half a 


dram. 


Fore Head-ach of a long ſlarding. 


Take the juice of powder, or diſtilled water of hog- 
lice, and continue the uſe of it- 
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For Spitting of Blood. s 
1 


Take conſerve of comfrey, and of hipps, of each an” 
eunce.and a halt; conſerve of red roſes, three ounces,” = 
dragon's blood a dram ; ſpecies of hyacinths, two ſcras 9 
ples; red coral a dram ; mix, and with fyrrup of red 3 
poppies make a folt ele ctuary; take the quantity of & ; 
walnut night and morning. 


— 
af = 
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For a Looſeneſs. Gs 


Take of Venice.treacle and diſcordium, of each half, 
a dram in warm ale, water-gruel, or. what you beſt like; 


= 5 
e 


at night going to bed. 
gots 
For. 2 For the Bloody F. lux. 
PAC ** 
two Firſt take a dram of powder of rhubarb in a ſufticis. 


io. ent quantity of conſerve of red roſes, in the morning 
am, IF eaily ; then at night take of forrified or roaſted rhabarty 

halt a dram; dia cordiom a dram and a half; Hiquid 
po cydoniated, a ſcruple; mix and make a bo- 
Js us.. i K 


* 
17 For an Inflammation of the Lungsi 
ake . 
ack Take charious water ten ounces, water of red pope" 4 


1H pie, three ounces : ſyrrup of poppies an ounce ; pear 
Yun prepared a diam; make 3a julep; and take ſix ſpoontuly 
bor every fourth hour. | | 


An Ointment for the Pleuriſy, * 
Take oil of violets or ſweet dlmonde';: of each os: 


oeunce-; with wax and a little ſaffron, - make an | oints 


05" I ment, warm it, and bath upon the part affefled, + 
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An Ointment for the Itch. 
lake ſulphur vire in powder,” half an ounce ; oil 
> tatter per deliquinum, a ſufficient quantity: oiut« 
ment of roſes, four ounces; make a lineament, to 
Mich add a ſctuple of ryhodium to aromatize, and rub 
he parts affected with it. | 


on For a running Scab. 


Mals, with good ſiſted aſhes: boil the maſs in fountaine 
Water, adding leaves of groundivy, white horehound, 
„ flamitory roots, ſharp pointed dock, and of flecan pan, 
ol each four handtuls; make a bath, to be uſed with 
Fare ol taking cold. 8 


Fur worms in Children, 


fy Take worm ſeed, half a dram; flour of ſulphur, a 
Aram: ſalt-prunelle, belf a dram; mix, and make a 


poder. Give as much as will ly on a ſilver three. 


pence, night and morning in grecers treacle or honey, 
| or tor people grown up, you may add a ſufficient quan- 

-— tity of aloes, roſat, and ſo make them up into pills, 
ihres or four thereof may be taken every motuing, 


24 _-. For Fevers in Children. 


| "Take crab's eyes, a dram; cream of tartar, half a 
diam; white ſugar-candy. finely powdered, the weight 
ob both: mix all well together, and give as much as 
will ly on a ſilver three-pence iu a ſpoontul of barley- 
. 5 Water, ot lack whey, E » nM | | 
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Take water of green wheat, ſix ounces; ſyrtup o 


diaſeordium, three ounces; take two or three p 


ſuls going to bed every night, or every other night; 


4 


2 b 


- An Elefluary for the Lropy, 


. ow” 


Take choice rhubarb one dram, gum lac prepalil 
two drams, zyloalods, cinnamon, longbirth wort, Ub 
each half an ounce ; the beſt Engliſh ſaifron, hal #7 
ſeruple, with ſyzrup of chychory aud rhuburh” make? 
an eleftuary... Take the quantity of a nutmeg, ara 
ſmall walnut every morning faſting. — 


* 
> ' 4 


For a Tympany Dropſy. N 


re 

Take roots of chervil, and candied erigon-roots; of 
each an ounce; roots of butcher- broom, two ounces $52.27 
graſs-roo!s, three ounces ; ſhavings of ivory ff x8 
horn, of each, two drams and a half; burdockieeds, = 
three-drams ; boil them in three pounds of ſpring was 
ter or two. While the ſtrained liquor is hot, po at” 
upon the leaves ef water. creſſes and gooſe gra 
ed, of each a handful ; adding a pint of rheniſſſ 
make a cloſe infuſioa for two hours, then fh Sar x 
the liquor again, and add to it three ounces of magilg 3s 
ral- water and earth-werms, and an ounce and 9 
the ſyrrup of the five opening-roots ;- make aniape« 
zem, whereof take four ounces twice a. day. 
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AS 1 5 of plantain, and finging vettles, of each "= 
. - ee handto!s : lruiſe them very well, and pour on A 
| bem {ix ounces of plantaig-water, aftcrwards, make 


one expreſſion, and drink the whole off. Proba- 


mel. 

BI. GENERAL 

Uo : ä 
EE OBSERVATIONS 
7p | WORTHY OF NOTICE. 


ets WHEN YOU FIND 
. RED man to be faithful; a fall man to be 


8 IS "wiſe, a fat man to be ſwift of toot ; ; a lean man to be 
Ng bool ; a handſome man not to be proud; a poor 
Sn not to be envious ; a knave 10 be no liar ; an 
F 5 by upright man not foo bold and hearty to his own lols; 
— * Obe tha! drawls when he ſr eaks, not to be crafty and 
"circumventing ; one that winks on another with his 
5 = Eyes, not to be falſe and deceitful ; a. lailor and a. 
+ hangwan to be pitiful; a poor man to build church» 
{e373 quack doctor to have a good conſcience ; a 
$6; doe to bea mercileſs villain; an hoſteſs not 
29 over-reckun you; and an uſurer io be chatitay 
3 ble: 
| ; Fo l * 5 5 THEN SAY, | : 


Fou have found a prodigy.— Men acting contrary 
0 che common courſe of their nature. 


FINIS. 
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